
Rock or Mineral Use 
Hematite Ore of Iron used to make steel (automobiles, tools, bridges), 

jewlery 
Galena Ore of Lead used to make batteries, radiation shields, fishing 

weights 
Magnetite Used to make magnets, printing ink, cometics 
Pyrite Used to manufacture sulfur, inexpensive jewelry  
Calcite In toothpastes, cements, and mortars 
Sulfur Used to make fertilizer, film, tires, paint, matches, and 

medicine 
Quartz (silicon dioxide) very abundant mineral on Earth used in glass, 

computers, sealants 
Variscite Used in some jewelry 
Obsidian Ornamental stone, anciently used as a tool, jewelry, brain 

surgery scalpel blade 
Granite Used in buildings 
Pumice The pores make it light enough to float in water.  It is used as 

an abrasive in soaps and in emery boards. 
Malachite Ore of copper used in wires, pipes, and paints, jewelry 
Wonderstone Decorative pieces, bookends 
Schist Some have graphite and some are used as building stone 
Quartzite Used in construction 
Gneiss Building stone 
Sandstone Used in construction (easy to work with and decorative) 

Fossil Limestone Limestone is used to manufacture cement, paper, and the 
packaging of chewing gum. 
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