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Science Standard I—Activities

Phases of the Moon
The diagram below shows a view of Earth and the moon phases from above. The sun is shining

from the right. The outer ring of photos shows the different amounts of the sunlit side of the moon
that an observer on Earth sees as the moon revolves around Earth.
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First Quarter
You see half of the 
lighted side of the moon.

Third Quarter
You can see half of the 
moon’s l ighted side.

Waxing Gibbous
The moon continues 
to wax.

Waning Gibbous
The fraction of the lighted
side of the moon that you
see gets smaller each day.

Waxing Crescent
You see more and more of the
lighted side of the moon.

Waning Crescent
You see a crescent again.

Full Moon
You see the 
whole lighted
side of the moon. New Moon

The sun lights 
the side of the 
moon facing away 
from Earth. The side 
of the moon 
that faces Earth is dark.
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(As viewed from Earth)


