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TAfter I got info the Utah legislature] I was not af f orded The
same respect and access [To The system] as others. [ mean, it was
like [ had ne business here. .. There was a concept in This country,
especially in The more conservative communities, That black people
arent capable of making decisions on behalf ‘of the seciety or
Themselves, so whifes are chosen by Ged To make decisions £or
their welf are. Thatl's The biblical £ ounda“l“lon for apartheid. And

thatl existed here [in Ufahl.

So when I arrived, I met | agls laTers whe didn"t believe a black
person could walk and Talk infel ligenTly af The same Time. I mean, I
was speaking The same language They spoke, I was coming up with
The same kinds of ideas, and They were amazad JusT amazed, [

could do That. .

Now, I first sponsered The Martin Luther Ring, Jr., Heliday Bill in
The 1989 legislature. [T never saw The light of day. The powers
That be up here never leT it out of committee. In 1986, all I did
was resubmit The bill, The same bill, but in The inferim @ lot of
Things happened. Torly other states passed The bill. President

Reagan smd seme kind words on its behalf, and Thepe WaS @

renaissance [of inferest] in Dr. ng and the ¢ivil mgh“l‘s movame.n'f

Throughout America.

So, in my mind, we had a whole year of activities and e,f forts That
lent Themselves to the popularify of the concept and the passage



“of the bill. As @ resulf, when I reentered if, [II naively Thought it
would pass. [T has naTienal precedent, and if's The right thing To
de. I had absolutely ne idea That The bill would ¢create a clash of

philosophies [here] or That iT weuld receive The negative reception

it did. But That's exactly what happened.

And half way Threugh The legislative session, for all infents and
purposes, The bill was dead [in committee] It was dead in The
water. .. Senafors made comments like, Im not pre judiced. If's

- jusT That if [The new state holidayl will cosT [The state] a millien
and @ half dellars” Or, Tm net prejudiced against Dr. King; 11's
Just that his [eivil rights] movement in America is still @ secret
record with The 'Bl. And since The records wen't be revealed [in
fulll for £if Ty years, we ought to wait” Or, " Did you knew Dr. King
was associated with Communists? These were ridiculous arguments.
butl senators came up with every possible argument fo defeat the
bill rather Than speak Their True inner feelings.

What They really felt was That they didn't like IMartin Luther

King, Jr. They didn't believe the civil rights movement did
anything for Ufah. [ heard that many Times [of £ The Senate
floor]. They believed That this black minister, beginning out of
MNontgomery, did semething goed {or blacks in The Seuth. They |
really believed That. But that's it. They didn'f know Dr. King spoke
up in Their behalf as well as everybedy else’s and That The passage
of The [nationall Civil Rights Act of 1964, opening public
accommodatlions in hotels, motels, and Tourism, was To Their

benef i, Too.

We had the forfunate opportunify [af that Time] fo bring Mes.
Coretfa Scolt King in [Te address both The Senate and The House],

becauvse There [was] a [of of concern aboul Dr. King's associalion
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with the Cemmunist parfy, his ppeaohing freason, wan'i‘ing to
overthrow the government of This country or To change The
constitution. With her help, we began fo refute all of Those

arguments, so There was ne question about constifutionality or his

associaTions. . .

but I [soon] realized This wasn't what really concerned people.
When it came right down to if, They didn't want fo create Martin
Luther King Day by displacing Columbus Day or the emancipator's
[Abraham Linceln's] heliday. That was blasphemy to them. They
didn't' believe this black man did anything [of that stature] for
this country, much less The sfate of Utah. And this [meneuver]
simply wasn't in keeping with their personal philosophies. They
would state This o me individually in reoms like This or in The
hallway or in The bathroom. Dut they couldn't bring Themselves To
say That at the microphene, before The press and the people who
elected Them. So we were in a Tough spof.

[Tinally] af fer weeks of debate, we got thrown inTe whatl's called
a ¢onference commiffee, because The House wouldn't agree with
what The Senate did and The Senate wouldn't agree with what The
House did. We got four members from each bedy, and we met in
This very reom, on this very couch and these chairs. There were
ten of us gathered here, moludmg staf f members, Te talk abouf

what cenclusion we could come To.

Well, [ knew This was The time and [this was] The place. A decision
had fo be made one way or The other. Lither we were going fo get
The bill or we weren't. And I said, Tvery Thursday we send These
beautif ul young men out of This state.” That was my quinfessential
argument. [ said, We send these fine gentlemen out en United
Airlines every Thursday merning fo all parts of The world To be



missionaries [and] To proselytfize for The LDS church. What do you
think is geing To happen To them when they go To other states in
The Union?" I said, "They are going To ge® of { Their planes, and
people are going to sy, You're from fhat state That didn't pass
The Martin Luther Ring Heliday, aren’t you?’

[ just said That, being de.spe.m“l“e. ... And you could have heard a
pin drop in This reem. [ could see the pondering theughts on Their
faces, and one of The senaters spoke up: "You knew, [ never
Thought abeut that. Senator Williams, you are absolutely right.
What brought Them To the brink and over was The recognition That
what we do here, regardless of whether we [fully]l believe in if,
would af fect The status of This state and how it stands in The
nation. [If we didn't pass The billl when forty-nine other states
had chesen To do what The president had embraced as a na“l“lonal

~ hel 1day, we would be smgv dr in our denial.

So, I Teuched a nerve in the Mormon mentalily, becauvse I learned a
leng Time ago That the IMermon church is proud and pldoes ifself in
The public: eye in The best light possible, all of The Time. And this
decision would have defracted from That. [T would have peflected
badly upen their religion. And that's when I knew I had if. I had
The bill. Within four days, we came To a coensensus about Technical
matfers. Then the bill was sent To Governor bangep“l‘ep I—le. signed -
it mgh’i‘ AWaY.
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