
Student Worksheet

USU Water Quality Extension - Stream Side ScienceWhat’s in  the Water?

Name: ___________________________ Group #: ______________________
Date: ____________________________ Site ID: _______________________

Site Observations:

Type of waterbody (e.g., stream, lake, wetland):________________________________
Weather today: _________________________________________________________
Weather yesterday: ______________________________________________________
Air temperature: ________________________________________________________
Water appearance (e.g., clear, brown, foamy, milky): ___________________________
What type of land uses are in the immediate area?______________________________
What type of land uses are in the surrounding area?_____________________________
Is the area shaded by trees? _______________________________________________
List all other abiotic factors you can observe that might be important in this aquatic
ecosystem: ____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Data Collection
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YO U R  R ES U LTS
C O M PA R E  YO U R  R E S U LTS  TO
A LLO WA B LE R A N G E IN  U TA H

D O ES  TH E WATER  M EET
U TA H 'S  R E Q U IR EM EN TS ?

(Y/N )

p H

6 .5  to  9 .0

D isso lve d  O xygen

p p m  (mg/l)
M inim um  o f 6 .5  m g/l fo r c o ld  w a te r fishe rie s
a nd  5 .5  m g/l fo r w a rm w a te r fishe rie s.

Turb id ity

N T U s
A n inc re a se  o f 1 0  N TU s fro m  p revio us d a ta .

Tem p e ra ture

•C

M a xim um  o f 2 0  •C  fo r c o ld  w a te r fishe rie s
a nd  the  m aximum te mp e ra ture  fo r w a rm
w a te r fish is  2 7  •C .
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