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Macroinvertebrate Sorting
Name: ___________________________ Group #: ______________________
Date: ____________________________ Site ID:  ______________________

Observations about the stream site:
Weather today: ___________________________________________________________
Weather yesterday: ________________________________________________________
Air temperature: __________________________________________________________
Water appearance (e.g., clear, brown, foamy, milky):_____________________________
What type of land uses are in the immediate area? _______________________________
What type of land uses are in the surrounding area? ______________________________
Is the area shaded by trees? _________________________________________________
List any factors that may lead to a disappearance of a species of
macroinvertebrates:________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

MACROINVERTEBRATES TALLY OF TYPES OF INDIVIDUALS

Ephemeroptera (mayflies)

Odonata (dragonflies and damselflies)

Plecoptera (stoneflies)

Trichoptera (caddisflies)

Diptera (flies)

Megaloptera (fishflies and dobsonflies)

Coleoptera (beetles)

Amphipoda (shrimp and scuds)

Isopoda (sow bugs)

Decapoda (crayfish)

Gastropoda (snails)

Pelecypoda (mussels and clams)

Oligochaeta (All segmented worms except leeches)

Hirudinea (leeches)

Other
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Water Quality Index

(C olumn A) (C olumn B ) (C olumn C )

MAC R OIN VER TEB R ATE # of Types Tolerance Value TOTAL

Ep he me ro p te ra  (ma yflie s) X  9 0 =

O d o na ta  (d ra go nflie s  and  d a mse lflie s) X  6 0 =

P lec o p te ra  (sto ne flie s )   X  1 0 0 =

Tricho p te ra  (c a d d isflie s) X  8 0 =

D ip te ra  (flie s) X  7 0 =

M ega lo p te ra  (fishflie s  and  d o b so nflie s) X  9 0 =

C o leo p te ra  (b ee tle s) X  7 0 =

A m p hip o d a  (shrim p  a nd  sc ud s) X  4 0 =

Iso p o d a  (so w  b ugs) X  3 0 =

D e c ap o d a  (c rayfish) X  5 0 =

G a stro p o d a  (sna ils ) X  4 0 =

P e le c yp o sa  (m usse ls  a nd  c lam s) X  2 0 =

O ligo c ha e ta  (A ll se gme nte d  w o rm s
e xc ep t lee che s)

X  2 0 =

H irud ine a  (le ec hes) X  1 0 =

S U M  O F  C O LU M N S (A ) - - - (C )

Name: _________________________ Group #: _________________________
Date: __________________________

Follow the Water Quality Index Instruction Sheet to complete this chart:

Water Quality Index Number  (sum of column A / sum of column C) =_____________

Compare your water quality index number to the scale
 in the box to the right.

Health of the site = ______________________________

Observations about the area that may affect the water quality: ______________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Water Quality Index
>79 = Excellent
60-79 = Good
40-59 = Fair
<40 = Poor


