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Changes from Abiotic and Biotic Factors

That’s Predictable
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The following resource pages provide tables outlining an abiotic or biotic 
change, how the ecosystems may respond and possible websites or 
organizations to look to for more information.  

NOTE: Many of the impacts listed on the following pages appear to have 
mostly detrimental effects on the natural biota or ecosystem. Keep in 
mind, however, that humans often derive positive benefits from these 
same activities. For example, irrigation diversions allow agriculture to 
flourish in much of the west, and also may result in new riparian habitat 
forming along irrigation canals. The challenge to society is to find ways 
to minimize the impacts while retaining the benefits.  

OTHER SUGGESTED RESOURCES:
	Library
	Newspaper and magazine articles
	Scientific journals
	Talk to a specialist in the area (e.g., Natural Resource  

Conservation Service, Utah State Geological Survey,  
Department of Environmental Quality, USU Extension)

	University researchers or professionals (such as consultants) 
working in these areas

	Watershed coordinators (lists available from Utah Division  of 
Water Quality)
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