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The Gardens of Humanity and the Amusement of the Soul:  Quest for the Missing Map

Al-Idrisi (born in 1099 or 1100, died in 1165 or 1166), full name Abu Abd Allah Muhammad al-Idrisi (أبو عبد الله محمد الإدريسي) was an Arab cartographer, geographer and traveler who lived in Sicily, at the court of King Roger II. Al-Idrisi was born in Sabtah, then belonging to the Almoravid Empire (modern day Spain).   In 1154, he made a large, south-oriented mappa mundi known as the Tabula Rogeriana and an accompanying book, named Geography. Taken together, they were named Nuzhat al-Mushtak by Roger, but Kitab Rudjar ("Roger's Book") by al-Idrisi.

Al-Idrisi constructed a world globe map of 400 Kg pure silver and precisely recorded on it all 7 continents, trade routes, lakes and rivers, major cities, and plains and mountains.  This world map was used in Europe for centuries to come, including by Columbus.  A second, expanded edition was produced in 1161 with the title The Gardens of Humanity and the Amusement of the Soul, but all copies of it have been lost. (source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_al-Idrisi- WIKIPEDIA)
Maria Mercator and Anthony Azimuthal were on a quest to find a copy of The Gardens of Humanity.  They heard that educators would be gathering at the Salt Lake School District Office, and felt sure that these fine educators would be able to help them.  Clutching their only clue—a frayed chad from a 1948 Esso Map from a restroom floor off of I-15, they set out.  Maria and Anthony set their GPS receivers to UTM position format and set the datum to WGS84 horizontal datum.  The Esso map contained coordinates of places that would help them unravel the mystery.  

Practice Navigation Whole Group:

0425873 Easting, 4513223 Northing
What mechanical feature is found at this location?

Safety First--- Use Crosswalks--- Watch where you are walking
Counter Clockwise Version   Easting- Top number -- Northing- Bottom number

6) The Cartographic Couple made their way to 0425770 Easting, 4513223 Northing. What type of tree is found here? 

5)  Upon visiting the concrete planter at 0425779 Easting, 4513151 Northing, do you think this planter will be here in 100 years?  Why or why not?
Describe the object in the center of the planter.
4)  They then made their way to 0425735 Easting, 4513265 Northing.  What happens here?
3)  What human-constructed feature did the two find at 0425737 Easting, 4513305 Northing?

2)  Feeling close to their goal, the two went to 0425850 Easting, 4513268 Northing and took note of the mail boxes. How many did they discover? ____.  They then walked to 0425841 Easting, 4513251 Northing.  How far are the mail boxes approximately from this second spot? _________   (Hint: The measurement will be in meters.) 
Estimate how tall the object is at the second spot.  ____________height
1)  What is the feature at 0425828 Easting, 4513170 Northing constructed out of?

Jotting furiously in their notebook, Maria and Anthony rushed back to the Garden room lab.  They were still stumped and still had not found the answer to the Al-Idrisi mystery.  Therefore, they turned next to the Challenge.

Challenge:  

“What is the real Garden of Humanity?”  The two wondered.  Then they found the answer on the bottom of the Esso map.  It was two words.

First word:  The name of the high elevation land feature directly to the east of the 

                   SLC valley.

Second word:  The opposite of back.

The Garden of Humanity is the:  __________________     _____________

Answer Key

1)  Aluminum siding- concrete
2)  Mortuary- Funerals
3)  Answers will vary- Base for a light post.
4)  Church
5)  3 mail boxes, 10 meters distance,   7 meters height
6)  Sycamore?
Challenge:  Wasatch Front
Safety First--- Use Crosswalks--- Watch where you are walking
Clockwise Version  Easting- Top number -- Northing- Bottom number

1)  What is the feature at 0425828 Easting, 4513170 Northing constructed out of?

2)  Feeling close to their goal, the two went to 0425850 Easting, 4513268 Northing and took note of the mail boxes. How many did they discover? ____.  They then walked to 0425841 Easting, 4513251 Northing.  How far are the mail boxes approximately from this second spot? _________   (Hint: The measurement will be in meters.) 
Estimate how tall the object is at the second spot.  ____________height
3)  What human-constructed feature did the two find at 0425737 Easting, 4513305 Northing?

4)  They then made their way to 0425735 Easting, 4513265 Northing.  What happens here?
5)  Upon visiting the concrete planter at 0425779 Easting, 4513151 Northing, do you think this planter will be here in 100 years?  Why or why not?
Describe the object in the center of the planter.
6) The Cartographic Couple made their way to 0425770 Easting, 4513223 Northing. What type of tree is found here? 

Jotting furiously in their notebook, Maria and Anthony rushed back to the Garden room lab.  They were still stumped and still had not found the answer to the Al-Idrisi mystery.  Therefore, they turned next to the Challenge.

Challenge:  

“What is the real Garden of Humanity?”  The two wondered.  Then they found the answer on the bottom of the Esso map.  It was two words.

First word:  The name of the high elevation land feature directly to the east of the 

                   SLC valley.

Second word:  The opposite of back.

The Garden of Humanity is the:  __________________     ____________
