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Student Sample: Grade 10, Argument
This argument was produced by a student who was asked to write a persuasive essay that required
research. The student generated the topic and had an opportunity to revise.
__________ School Bond Levy
The __________ School Board has recently proposed a bond levy to add new facilities as well as
conduct some major repairs to the school. The bond includes building a new gymnasium, a new science
room and lab, a new Media Center/Library, new Chapter 1 and Special Education classrooms, and other
facilities such as more parking space, an increase in storage area, and new locker rooms. Along with new
construction, the board is proposing to remodel facilities such as the drama/music areas, the entire roof,
the heating system, the school kitchen, and present gym as well. This bond allowing __________ School to
add more facilities should be passed in order for young students to be provided with a better education.
Several arguments have been brought up concerning the levy since it failed in the March
election. Some say that the school doesn’t need to have brand new facilities and better classrooms,
but it does. Just this year the school had to shut down for days at a time as a result of a malfunction of
the heating system. The roof of the library also had a leaking problem all winter long. The leaking has
actually caused the ceiling tiles to rot to the point where they are having to be removed. It isn’t safe to
sit underneath them because, in fact, they have fallen to tables where students had been working only
minutes before.
Another issue that people may be concerned with is the money that taxpayers have to put up
for the building. The cost of the project in its entirety will be 2.9 million dollars, meaning that for the next
25 years, taxpayers would pay 40 cents more per thousand dollars in property tax than they do this year.
The project does cost a significant amount of money, but the school needs it. If something isn’t done now,
then the facilities such as the library, the science room and others will continue to grow steadily worse.
The construction and remodeling needs to be done eventually, so why not now, when interest rates are
low and expenses are also low. Superintendent __________ commented that it would cost the taxpayers
much less money now than ten years from now. Another reason that this is a good time to pass this bond
is that the results of Ballot Measure 5 are going into effect at the same time as the levy. As it stands now,
property tax rates will go down another $2.50 by next year; however, if taxpayers don’t mind paying what
they do now and can handle a 40 cent increase, then the school can be that much better.
Many other good reasons we exist for funding this construction now. For one, better facilities
will be made available to everyone: staff members, students, and community members. The new gym
will allow student athletes to have earlier practices and more time for homework. With only one gym in
a K–12 school system, the junior high has to practice in the morning before school, starting at 6:30 A.M.,
meaning that both the girls and boys teams had to practice at the same time, with half of the court for
the girls half for the boys. After school, the high school girls would practice from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M. The
varsity boys would then start at 5:30 or 6:00 and go until 7:30. After that, the junior varsity boys would
come in for an hour and a half. It’s absurd to think that student athletes can make good use of their time
with a schedule like that. If the bond were to pass, both the new gym and the present gym would be
used for practices and athletes wouldn’t have to wait so long to practice every day.
Another reason that the gym should be built is that it is no longer adequate. The bleachers are
too close to the court and so there is no room to walk by without getting in the way during a game. The
gym also poses a problem for the cheerleaders. As it is now, there is no room for them to cheer. They
have to stand on one of the ends which, of course, is right in the way of people walking by. If a new gym
were built, enough room would be provided surrounding the court that there wouldn’t be any of the
problems there are now.
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Another advantage to the bond proposed is that it would provide more space in the school.
The school has always been small, which is in some ways nice, but it needs to expand. The lack of space
is a problem because everyone is crammed into one little hallway trying to make it around from class
to class. As it is, there isn’t enough room for the library to just be a library or the kitchen to just be a
kitchen. Students can’t even go to the library when they need to because Health, Media, and other
classes are held there. The Satellite Learning classroom, which shares a space with the kitchen, usually
has a difficult learning atmosphere each day people prepare food for the hot lunch program. Another
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problem area is the current science room and lab. Lab facilities are outdated and cannot be replaced
for a variety of reasons related to the plumbing and electrical systems. Both science teachers have said
publicly that the chemical storage room is inadequate and unsafe. The science curriculum is a core part
of students’ education and they deserve good facilities.
It is clear then, that __________ School needs significant improvements in which case the bond
must be passed. As a community, education is an essential part of the future. In the past, __________
has relied in the timber industry for employment, but times are changing and the younger generations
need to be better prepared to meet the challenges that arise. For example, they need to able to take
part in a variety of activities and be able to achieve in many different areas. If the school is inadequate,
how can the younger generations be provided with the education and training they need to be
successful in the future?

Annotation
The writer of this piece
•

•

•

o

This bond allowing __________ School to add more facilities should be passed in order for
young students to be provided with a better education.

o

Some say that the school doesn’t need to have brand new facilities and better classrooms,
but it does.

o

Another issue that people may be concerned with is the money that taxpayers have to put
up for the building.

develops the claim and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level
and concerns.
o

Just this year the school had to shut down for days.

o

Details about the malfunction of the heating system and the falling ceiling tiles in the library
support the claim that brand new facilities and better classrooms are needed.

o

Another issue that people may be concerned with is the money that taxpayers have to put
up for the building. The cost of the project in its entirety will be 2.9 million dollars, meaning
that for the next 25 years, taxpayers would pay 40 cents more per thousand dollars in
property tax than they do this year.

o

Superintendent __________ commented that it would cost the taxpayers much less money
now than ten years from now.

o

. . . [The gym] is no longer adequate.

o

The school has always been small . . . [and] it needs to expand.

o

Details about the scheduling of classes in the library support the claim that the school needs
to expand.

uses words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships between claim and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and
between claim and counterclaims.
o

The project does cost a significant amount of money, but the school needs it.

o

Another issue that people may be concerned with . . . Many other good reasons . . . Another
reason . . .

establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone.
o

Another advantage to the bond proposed is that it would provide more space in the school.

o

It is clear then, that . . .
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•

introduces a precise claim, distinguishes it from alternate or opposing claims, and creates an
organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim, counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
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•

provides a concluding section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
o

•

If the school is inadequate, how can the younger generations be provided with the education
and training they need to be successful in the future?

demonstrates exemplary command of the conventions of standard written English.
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Student Sample: Grade 10, Informative/Explanatory
This essay was produced for an on-demand assessment. Students were told to write about a character
in a work of literature whose pride or selfishness creates problems. The abbreviated time frame of
the assessment situation (and the consequent lack of opportunity to revise) explains the absence of
information and quotations from researched sources and perhaps the occasional spelling errors as well.
Animal Farm
In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, there is one very particular character whose pride and
selfishness creates problems. This character had just merely good ideas in the beginning. However, as
time went on, his true self-interest began to shine through. This character started a free republic of
animals and turned it into a plantation that used animals as slaves. He never did have enough and always
wanted more, regardless of the price that others had to pay. This character whose pride and selfishness
creates problems, is none other than the great leader of Animal Farm himself, comrade Napolean
[Napoleon], the pig.
Comrade Napolean is a powerful authority on Animal Farm. In fact he is the leader of Animal Farm and a
high strung leader at that. After Old Major died, Napolean lived upon Old Major’s ideas. Napolean lead all
the animals to rebellion so that Manor Farm ceized to exist, and Animal Farm was born. In the first year,
he even worked the fields and helped bring in their biggest harvest ever. Little did the animals know, but
he would soon change. Eventually the animals started receiving less food because Napolean needed
more food to power his “large” brain. Later, he goes and runs off his successor, Snowball, so he can have
the whole farm to himself. Then he stopped working the fields. He started taking young animals and
selling them or using them for his own use. He stopped sleeping in the hay and slept in the farm house
instead. Finally, he took away half the grain fields so he could plant barely to make himself beer. This
Napolean was a power hungry, selfish individual for sure.
Being power hungry, always causes problems, and boy did Napolean cause problems. The animals
had received so little food that many were starving, you could see their bones, and some even died of
starvation. Nopoleans’s lack of work meant the animals had to work harder, and it wasn’t easy on an
empty stomach. Many animals would break their legs or hoofs but would continue to work. The lack of
new workers due to Napolean’s selling them off, meant that nobody could retire, and one old animal
even died in the fields. Snowball was a great teacher for the animals, and now that he was gone, they
lacked education. Then with finally only half of the fields being productive for food, the animals starved
even more and worked harder to make beer that they never saw. Not to mention that they had to sleep
on a dirt floor while the lazy Napolean slept in his nice comfortable bed. His selfishness had deffinately
created problems.
Napolean’s experience had changed the farm drastically. He thought things were getting better while the
animals knew they were only getting worse. After the rebellion, many humans disliked Animal Farm and
the animals disliked humans. Nopoleans’s selfish ways were much like those of a farmer. So eventually as
Napolean became more “human,” the town’s people began to like him. Napolean could care less about
his animals, just so long as he was on good terms with the humans. By the novel’s end, Napolean is great
friends with every human in town. However, his animal slaves are no longer happy as they once were.
They still hate humans which means now, they hate Napolean. So due to Napolean’s pride, the story has
changed its ways from start to finish. He has turned friends into foe and foe into friends, but at great
cost.
In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, Comrade Napolean is a character whose pride and
selfishness creates problems. The starving animals have suffered greatly because of their leader’s pride.
On the other hand, Napolean has gained great success through his selfishness. Unfortunately, that’s just
the way it is. You can’t have pride without problems. Even if they are little problems, it’s still due to pride.
Now, if Napolean had pride in his farm rather than in himself, well then maybe the humans would’ve
hated him, but he’d still has his true friends of four legs. However, he chose to follow a different path
and he burned those bridges along the way. So for now, Comrade Napolean’s pride and selfishness has
created problems for the animals, but someday, it will create problems for himself.
appendix c |
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Annotation
The writer of this piece
•

introduces the topic.
o

•

organizes complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and
distinctions.
o

•

•

•

o

Details: In the first year, he [Napoleon] even worked the fields and helped bring in their
[the animals’] biggest harvest ever. . . . Not to mention that they had to sleep on a dirt
floor while the lazy Napolean slept in his nice comfortable bed.

o

Examples: . . . nobody could retire, and one old animal even died in the fields.

uses appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion,
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
o

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, there is one very particular character whose
pride and selfishness creates problems. This character had just merely good ideas in the
beginning.

o

In the novel . . . In fact . . . In the first year . . . Eventually . . . Being power hungry . . . Not
to mention . . . On the other hand . . .

uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, there is one very particular character whose
pride and selfishness creates problems. . . . Comrade Napolean’s pride and selfishness
has created problems for the animals, but someday, it will create problems for himself.

provides a concluding section that follows from and supports the information or explanation
presented.
o

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, Comrade Napolean is a character whose
pride and selfishness creates problems. The starving animals have suffered greatly
because of their leader’s pride. On the other hand, Napolean has gained great success
through his selfishness. Unfortunately, that’s just the way it is. You can’t have pride
without problems. Even if they are little problems, it’s still due to pride. Now, if Napolean
had pride in his farm rather than in himself, well then maybe the humans would’ve hated
him, but he’d still has his true friends of four legs. However, he chose to follow a different
path and he burned those bridges along the way. So for now, Comrade Napolean’s
pride and selfishness has created problems for the animals, but someday, it will create
problems for himself

demonstrates command of some aspects of the conventions of standard written English (yet
displays several errors in spelling and other mechanics).
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•

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, there is one very particular character whose
pride and selfishness creates problems. . . . This character started a free republic of
animals and turned it into a plantation that used animals as slaves.

establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone (with the exception of . . . and boy
did Napolean cause problems).
o

•

The organization of the explanation is mostly chronological. The writer focuses on how
Napoleon changes over time, how he becomes power hungry, and selfish, and eventually
“human.” The writer describes the problems that Napoleon’s changing nature creates.

develops the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.

o

•

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, there is one very particular character whose
pride and selfishness creates problems. . . . This character whose pride and selfishness
creates problems, is none other than the great leader of Animal Farm himself, comrade
Napolean [Napoleon], the pig.
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