
4th Grade Informational Responses 
Weathering 

 

 

The writer demonstrates sufficient understanding of the components and organization of an 
informational piece.  All components are present and evidence from the text is integrated well to 
support their ideas.  Minor grammatical errors exist.  The essay is focused and uses the language of the 
content area to describe the process of weathering.  

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
Elaboration  

Conventions  

4 4 2 

Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section related to 
the information 
presented 

Link ideas within 
categories of 
information using 
words and phrases 

Develop with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations or 
other examples 

Introduce the 
topic 

Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary  



4th Grade Informational Responses 
Weathering 

 

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
Elaboration  

Conventions  

4 4 2 

Introduce the 
topic 

Develop with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations or 
other examples 

Link ideas within 
categories of 
information using 
words and phrases 



 

In this sample, the writer integrates evidence from the text and provides additional elaboration on the 
evidence used to support their chosen ideas.  The introduction is strong and provides a clear focus for 
the well-organized essay.  The writer demonstrate an ability to link ideas within categories and use of 
precise language and domain-specific language to enhance their writing.   Overall, the piece has 
sufficient accurate use of conventions, punctuation, and spelling.  
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This fourth grade writer demonstrates an understanding of the components of composition.  The 
introduction is weak, but the piece groups related information into organized paragraphs.  The writer 
uses strong evidence from the text and integrates it smoothly.  The conventions, punctuation, and 
spelling clearly convey the message and demonstrate sufficient command.  
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The writer provides a unique introduction and conclusion.  Evidence is integrated into the text, but not 
smoothly although the text is well organized.  Variety in the transitional words and ability to link ideas 
within categories would make the piece stronger.  The student demonstrates sufficient command of 
conventions, punctuation, and spelling.  
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In this fourth grade sample, the focus of the paper has moments of drift and confusion—soil/sand, 
erosion/weathering.  The writer integrates evidence from the text while smoothly referring to the text.  
There is limited use of linking ideas within paragraphs.  Conventions, punctuation, and spelling 
demonstrate adequate command, but errors in sentence structure and word choice impacts reader’s 
understanding. 
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In this sample, the writer includes an introduction and conclusion, but they are weak.  There is no 
evidence of linking ideas within categories.  The student uses a limited amount of evidence from the text 
and makes no reference to the text.  The student demonstrates sufficient command of conventions, 
punctuation, and spelling throughout.  
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This writing sample lacks control and understanding of the topic.  The writer integrates evidence from 
the text, but lacks comprehensibility at times.  There is limited linking of ideas within categories and use 
of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.  The sentence structure makes the writing 
confusing, but adequate control of punctuation and spelling is present.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section related to 
the information 
presented 

Develop with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations or 
other examples 


