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This student uses transitions to make connections among their ideas. The opinion is stated and the organization is 

focused. The student uses evidence to support the opinion, and then elaborates on why that evidence is important. 

Although the introduction and conclusion are present, they could be improved. There are some spelling and grammar 

errors, but no systematic patterns of errors are displayed.   

  

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

3 4 2 

Student 

elaborates on 

evidence to 

support opinion.   

Opinion is clearly 

stated and 

maintained 

throughout.   

Transitions used 

throughout to 

make 

connections 

between and 

among ideas.   

Evidence from 

text is smoothly 

integrated in the 

writing. 
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Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

4 4 2 

The introduction 

states the opinion 

and lays out the 

organization for 

the rest of the 

paper.   

Transitions are 

basic, but are 

used to make 

connections 

between ideas.   

Evidence from the 

text is used to 

support the 

opinion.   



 

 

This student has a clear organizational structure that focuses on supporting the opinion. The student uses basic 

transitions to move the writing along. Evidence from multiple sources is combined and elaborated on. The student 

shows a command of conventions throughout the paper.  

Some elaboration 

helps to explain 

why the evidence 

is important.   

Conclusion 

restates the 

opinion as well as 

the key ideas.   
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The student tries to introduce and conclude using a questioning strategy that matches with the organization of the text. 

This student has copied some of the key ideas from the text, but has not elaborated on many of those ideas. Although 

there are some errors in conventions, there is an adequate command.  

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

1 1 2 

Although 

volcanoes are 

mentioned, 

opinion is not 

clearly stated.   

Evidence from the 

text is 

summarized, but 

does not support 

an opinion.   

Much of the 

evidence used is 

copied directly 

from the text.   
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Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

2 2 1 

The student 

introduces how 

dinosaurs may 

have died, but 

there is no clear 

opinion.   

Basic transitions 

are used to make 

connections 

between ideas.   

Evidence from 

multiple sources is 

cited and used, 

but does not 

support an 

opinion.   

Evidence is 

summarized, but 

no elaboration.   



 

 

Although this essay follows a clear organizational structure, there is no opinion stated. It is a summary of the ideas 

presented in the text. The student cites each source and describes the evidence found there. There are enough errors in 

conventions that it starts to obscure meaning.   

Questioning 

technique is used 

throughout 

response.   
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The student’s opinion on the issue is somewhat unclear and some of the transitions didn’t quite work. Multiple pieces of 

evidence from the text were cited and the student effectively elaborated on that evidence. There is a strong command 

of conventions. 

  

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

2 4 2 

The student 

introduces how 

dinosaurs may 

have died, but 

there is no clear 

opinion.   

Some transitions 

work to connect 

ideas, while 

others don’t make 

sense with the 

rest of the 

paragraph.   

Evidence is cited 

and elaborated 

on.   

The conclusion 

wraps up the 

essay, but student 

is unsure of the 

opinion.   
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The student has used transitions to make connections among ideas, however there is no clear opinion. The student has 

listed evidence from the text, but it is weakly integrated in the response. The student has an adequate command of 

conventions.  

Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

1 2 2 

Basic transitions 

are used to 

summarize the 

details of the text.   

Opinion is unclear.   

Evidence from 

text is present, 

but weakly 

integrated.  

Introduction and 

conclusion are 

weak.  
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Focus and 
Organization  

Evidence and 
elaboration  

Conventions  

3 4 2 

Opinion is clearly 

stated and 

maintained 

throughout.  

Transitions are 

used to make 

connections 

among ideas.  

Evidence from 

text is smoothly 

integrated and 

supports opinion.  

Student uses 

explanation and 

examples to 

elaborate on 

evidence. 



 

 

Although there is a bit of repetition, the organization is clear. Transitions are used to make connections both between 

and among ideas. The student integrates evidence from the text to support the opinion. There is a strong command of 

conventions.  

Conclusion 

restates the 

opinion and 

reasons.  


