
5th Grade Opinion  

Prompt: Pennies  

 

 

Statement of 
purpose  

Focus and 
Organization  

Conventions  

4 4 2 

Through brief 
examples and 
rhetorical 
questioning, 
the student 
engages the 
reader and 
previews the 
essay in an 
argumentative 
fashion with 
the main idea.   

The student 
clearly uses 
evidence from 
the text to 
drive her main 
idea.   

Student uses 
more evidence 
from the text 
to drive 
argumentation 
reasoning. 

 

Transitions 
from ideas are 
present  



 

This student showed that she knows how to counterclaim her own opinion in order to establish and effective and 
responsible argument.  Also, the transitions, use and elaboration of evidence, were exemplary for on-demand writing.  
Conventions and mechanics were excellent throughout in this handwritten sample.    

Student uses 
counter-claim in 
order to give other 
viewpoints and 
establish her 
argument in 
comparison.   

Conclusion 
remains in focus 
with main idea 
and introduction, 
as well as body 
paragraphs 
throughout.   
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Statement of 
purpose  

Focus and 
Organization  

Conventions  

3 3 2 

Student uses rhetorical 
questions to help 
develop argument and 
main idea in the 
introduction.   

Student displays good 
transitions and also 
analyzes evidence to 
enhance main idea.   



 

Student uses 
background 
knowledge to help 
establish their 
argument  

Student uses more 
information from the 
text and synthesizes it 
to make new meaning 
with their opinion.  



 

Convention and mechanics are adequately displayed throughout the handwritten essay.  The student displays that she 
understands how to make an argument and to use information to enhance her point of view.  The focus and 
organization of the paper were consistent throughout as well.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the 
conclusion is choppy 
and fairly weak, it is 
consistent with the 
focus of the main 
idea from the 
introduction.   
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Statement of 
purpose  

Focus and 
Organization  

Conventions  

2 2 2 

Student has a clear 
main idea, but is 
very brief in 
previewing what 
the rest of the 
essay will look like.   

Although the 
student uses 
evidence to begin 
their opinion, they 
did not think 
through the cost 
scenario between 
penny and nickel.   

Transitions are 
present, but not 
smoothly 
integrated.   



 

This student shows the ability to keep the paper somewhat focused, but does not adequately use the information from 
the text to establish the opinion and synthesize the information coherently.  Mechanics and conventions are adequate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students builds a 
focused 
conclusion, but 
the circular 
reasoning 
deteriorates the 
argument  
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Statement of 
purpose  

Focus and 
Organization  

Conventions  

1 2 2 

The main idea is 
stated, but only 
in part in the 
very brief 
introduction.   

A lot of 
information is 
used here for the 
argument, but 
tangents take 
away both the 
focus and 
elaboration of the 
evidence.  Circular 
reasoning with 
several different 
facts does not 
adequately show 
analysis skills.   



 

This student shows adequate command of conventions and mechanics, but lacks in elaboration of evidence, as well as 
struggles with remaining focused on a main idea.  They did not clarify the main idea as stated, nor did they conclude the 
main idea.  They did, however, use evidence, albeit in a choppy fashion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion is 
not parallel 
with 
introduction 
and does not 
adequately 
convey the 
main idea.   
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The mechanics and conventions were not adequate enough so as to not distract the reader from 
the main idea and flow of the essay, even though there are some grammatical errors.  The focus is 
limited throughout and the evidence is lacking analysis and elaboration.   

 

 

 

 

Statement of 
purpose  

Focus and 
Organization  

Conventions  

1 1 1 

Introduction is 
limited, but there is 
a focus and main 
idea.  However, the 
focus gets lost 
throughout the 
rest of the essay  

Information is 
shared, but it is 
virtually taken 
word-for-word 
from the text with 
no elaboration of 
evidence.   

Conclusion wraps 
up the very brief 
argument created 
by the student, 
but fuses no new 
material or 
concluding points 
to enhance the 
argument.   


