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Learning Intentions & Success Criteria

• Participants will learn an 
instructional framework that can 
be used for scaffolding students 
in responding to texts in writing. 

• I can design a instructional 
framework for writing from 
sources to use with students.

• I can describe instructional 
techniques that can be used to 
support students write from 
sources. 



Guiding Principles

• Writing instruction can strengthen students’ reading performance
• Having students write about the texts they read 

• Responses to text
• Summaries of text
• Writing notes about text 

• Teach students the writing skills and processes that go into creating texts 
• Spelling
• Sentence Construction
• Writing Process

• Frequency of students writing 



Our Focus 

• Having students write about the texts they read 
• Responses to text
• Summaries of text
• Writing notes about text 



An Instructional Protocol 

Writing from Sources



Writing from Sources

• Set the purpose for writing/reading
• Read the text (gist and close reading with text-dependent questions)
• Read/annotate the text to collect evidence to support writing
• Using a graphic organizer, record the evidence into helpful categories or groups
• Construct a topic/focus statement or paragraph
• Analyze a model text
• Revise edit topic/focus statement or paragraph
• Organize the evidence—oral discussion—and construct evidence paragraphs
• Write concluding statement or paragraph
• Peer revision/editing; add visuals/graphics/images
• Share written work



Set the Purpose for Reading



Set the Purpose for Reading

• Sets the stage for the reading
• Directs students’ energies to focus on what the teacher has identified 

as critical for their attention
• Provides motivation
• Teacher clarity 



How do weather patterns affect humans?



Initial Read

• What does the text say?
• General Understandings

• Major points of the text
• Sequence of events
• Story arc 
• Important plot points
• Main claim and evidence provided

• Key Details
• Relationship between main ideas and supporting details
• Who, what, when, where, why, how much, how many questions

• About linking the major idea of the piece to the details the author provided



Initial Read of Text

GIST



Read the text



• “A good question begs the reader to go 
back to the text.”

Douglas Fisher







Initial Read Questions for Tornadoes 

• Describe a tornado.
• Where do most tornadoes happen in the U.S.?
• How can you tell when a tornado is coming?
• What are some of the dangers of tornadoes?
• What are some ways to stay safe during a tornado?
• How do forecasters predict tornadoes? 





Set purpose for writing









Setting the Purpose for Writing

• How do tornadoes affect 
humans?  Using the 
Terrifying Tornadoes text, 
describe the power of 
tornadoes, the dangers, and 
how to stay safe. Be sure to 
introduce the topic, use 
facts and definitions, and a 
concluding statement. 



Setting the Purpose for Writing

• How do tornadoes affect 
humans?  Using the 
Terrifying Tornadoes text, 
describe the power of 
tornadoes, the dangers, and 
how to stay safe. Be sure to 
introduce the topic, use 
facts and definitions, and a 
concluding statement. 



Read/Annotate for Text Evidence

• Revisit the text, or specific parts of the text, with the writing prompt 
in mind

• Mark the text for evidence to support the writing prompt
• Younger grades—find and record evidence as a group



Annotations
• Underline the major points. 
• Circle keywords or phrases 

that are confusing or 
unknown to you.

• Use a question mark (?) for 
questions that you have 
during the reading. Be sure 
to write your question. 



Harvey, S., &  Goudvis, A. (2007). Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension 
for Understanding and Engagement. Portland, ME: Stenhouse.

Modeled 
Annotation 
in Second









Graphic Organizer to Record Evidence



Why Graphic Organizers? 

• Gather important information
• Organize information
• More easily process information
• See relationships between ideas
• More easily understand, remember, and apply information







Construct a topic/focus statement or 
paragraph



Topic/Focus Statement

• “What am I going to prove?” 
• “What am I going to explain?” 
• “What information will I share?”

• Upper Grades 
• Introduce key concepts to support 

the topic sentence. 

• How do tornadoes affect 
humans?  Using the 
Terrifying Tornadoes text, 
describe the power of 
tornadoes, the dangers, and 
how to stay safe. Be sure to 
introduce the topic, use 
facts and definitions, and a 
concluding statement. 



Construct a topic/focus statement or 
paragraph

•A tornado is a violent type of 
weather pattern that affects 
humans.





Analyze a mentor/model text

• What is a mentor text?
• A guide to support students to take on greater independence
• A book, newspaper article, song, poem, or even a travel brochure



Analyze a mentor/model text

• Writer uses the mentor text to move forward through close 
imitation

• Requires students to closely read to discover how the author 
created an effective piece

• Ultimately, imitating the author’s craft and organizational structure 



Resources for Mentor Texts

• Create your own
• Student samples from previous years
• Epic Books
• Tumblebooks
• Utah’s Online Library
• NewsELA
• Readworks
• Books



Analyze a mentor/model text



Revise topic/focus statement or paragraph

• Draw on both the mentor/model text and class 
instruction to improve introduction



Revise topic/focus statement or paragraph

•How do weather patterns, 
like violent tornadoes, affect 
humans?  





Organize the evidence—oral discussion—and 
construct evidence paragraphs



Oral Discussion

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/analyzing-text-as-a-group
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/analyzing-text-as-a-group


Tornado Example

• How do tornadoes affect humans?
• Tornadoes can cause…
• A violent tornado leaves behind…
• One of the ways tornadoes affect humans is by…

• How are tornadoes dangerous?
• Tornadoes are dangerous because…
• The force of tornadoes can cause…

• How can we stay safe in a tornado?
• To stay safe, you can…
• To avoid injury, you can…



Evidence Statement/Paragraphs

•Tornadoes are severe storms that can cause 
major damage due to their high winds.  In fact, 
tornadoes can fling cars in the air and destroy 
homes which can be dangerous.  To stay safe in a 
tornado, it is best to head to the basement and 
stay away from windows. 



Concluding Statement/Paragraph



Concluding Statement/Paragraph

• Go back to your topic.
• Restate the topic and the position. 
• Do not introduce new information. 
• Use synonyms and leave your reader with something to remember. 



Concluding Statement/Paragraph

•Tornadoes are a dangerous 
type of weather pattern that 
affect humans, but there are 
ways to stay safe, too. 





Peer Feedback 



Peer Revision/Editing 

• First draft complete…
• Using a grade specific standards-based checklist to go back 

over their own writing and make final revisions and/or 
corrections.



Add visuals, graphics, and images

• Create a visual (drawing, photograph, etc.) to enhance the meaning of 
the piece. 



Peer Feedback

How do weather patterns, like violent tornadoes, affect 
humans? Tornadoes are severe storms that can cause major 
damage due to their high winds.  In fact, tornadoes can fling 
cars in the air and destroy homes which can be dangerous.  To 
stay safe in a tornado, it is best to head to the basement and 
stay away from windows. Tornadoes are a dangerous type of 
weather pattern that affect humans, but there are ways to 
stay safe, too.  



3rd Grade Opinion Sample





How do weather patterns, like violent tornadoes, affect 
humans? Tornadoes are severe storms that can cause major 
damage due to their high winds.  In fact, tornadoes can fling cars in 
the air and destroy homes which can be dangerous.  To stay safe in 
a tornado, it is best to head to the basement and stay away from 
windows. Tornadoes are a dangerous type of weather pattern that 
affect humans, but there are ways to stay safe, too.  
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