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Name of historians’ skill:  Analyzing primary sources


�


Why did you choose this skill?  This is the skill that I think is most important for my students to have.   By practicing this skill, my students will be able to remember the questions they should ask when they are given a primary source.   Teaching with primary documents encourages a varied learning environment for teachers and students alike. Lectures, demonstrations, analysis of documents, independent research, and group work become a gateway for research with historical records in ways that sharpen students' skills and enthusiasm for history, social studies, and the humanities.





Steps in instructing and using the skill:


Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/" �http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/� and print off written document analysis sheet.  Make copies for each student.


Bring a personal artifact to use for modeling.  I have chosen my invitation to the FHA officers’ installation banquet.  Show this to students and project the text on screen.


Ask questions of students from written document analysis sheet:


What kind of a document is this?  How do you know?


When was this document created?  How do you know?


Who created it?  What position did she hold?  How do you know?


How does this document relate to me?  How do you know?


Explain the difference between evidence and inference.  The questions above are all based on evidence.  The following will be based on inference:


 What can we infer about the person who created this document?  What is the evidence it is based on?


What can we infer about the person who saved it?  Evidence?


What does this document tell about life in the U.S. at the time it was written?  Evidence?


For the next few weeks in class, each student will bring something that he/she has saved or was saved for them and repeat the process with the student doing the questioning and class responding.  Do about two per day till each student has had a turn.
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What materials, equipment, etc. will you need for this project?

















