Spreading STDs
Introduction Activity

PREPARATION: 

Sort candy (Skittles) into five groups.

Put 10 green pieces into one sack.

Put 10 yellow pieces into one sack.

Put 3 red pieces into one sack. 

For the rest of the class, put 10 pieces of orange and purple, randomly divided into sacks.

Each person needs a paper plate, pencil and paper.

OBJECT:

The object of the game is to collect as many orange pieces as possible.  You will gain points for every orange piece that you have.  

You will lose points for every yellow, green and red piece.

Purple pieces will give you special advantages.

DIRECTIONS:

Tell the students we are having a lesson in sharing.
DO NOT mention STD’S

Distribute pencils, paper and sacks of candy.

Tell the students to keep the contents of the sack a secret. 

Tell the students they are being timed and they should start when the teacher tells them “Go”.

Tell the students to try to get the signatures of as many other students as possible and exchange as many pieces of candy as possible before the time is up.  

In order to get candy from another person, you will have to share your own candy with that person.

When exchanging candy don’t let the other person see what color you are exchanging. 

When time is up, tell the students the experiment was designed to show what can happen when people are sexually active with several partners.

SCORING: 

Each student starts with 100 points.

Red = minus 50

Green = minus 15

Yellow = minus 5

Orange = plus 1 and cancels all STD’S (green, yellow, red)

Purple cancels out a yellow or red piece.

EXPLANATION:

Red represents AIDS.  There is no known cure.  Green represents herpes and there is no known cure.  Yellow represents syphilis or gonorrhea for which there are serious consequences.  Purple represents the use of condoms.  Orange represents abstinence.  

Why was yellow or green cancelled out by an orange?  (Condoms are effective protection against gonorrhea; they are effective against AIDS especially when used with a spermicide.  They do not protect against herpes or syphilis in many cases.)

Discuss what colors students have and what they mean.  Answer my questions and proceed with the unit.  

