They could make their own Placemats, Menu's or Signs.  Is there any empty classroom nearby like a sewing room etc., where they could watch a video about restaurants?  

For the money I just went to the dollar story and picked up play money. You'll probably need to resupply often, it has a habit of disappearing and you'll want it to be cheap!  I figured enough money for the purchase, tax and a tip then rounded it up to the next dollar.  I tried to have something that varied the price on the menu.  I.e. Breadstick dipping suaces could cost different amounts, rootbeer floats or ice cream could have varied toppings costing various amounts.  This way they could have variety, learn to budget and it also made the server use math skills to figure out the tax and change for different amounts.

When the customers left the restaurant they turned in their change to a basket for the next period.  Then they returned to their original starting place (other room, library, cafeteria) and completed their evaluation until the bell rang.
 
Good luck!
 
Angela Greer

I always had the "customers" meet in the library.  The librarian could hand them an eveluation or worksheet and give them directions for you.  Then, at a specified time send them quietly to the room.  You could also use the cafeteria.  I found the administration was always glad to help out too. :-)
 
Good luck!
Angela Greer

I have all of my students participate in the operation of the restaurant at one time.  Our business classes come to the restaurant and spend thier " Play money" to buy the bread sticks. sauces,and punch.  We have great fun wit it!   If you are interested in more info I'll be glad to share.  However, it is a lot of work but a great learning experience for all.

 

Teresa Griffin

Oak Canyon Junior High

Lindon Ut.

On Fri, 19 Oct 2007 11:59:42 -0600

Hi Dixie,

I usually have them in the classroom (kitchens) area for a 

few minutes and then I send the customer groups in the 

hall for about 5 minutes while the Host and Waiter etc. 

get things ready.  Then I have the Host go out in the hall 

and get a group and seat them.  Then the waiter/waitress 

comes around and takes their orders.

(It takes a few times doing this to get the hang of 

things.  Don't get too overwhelmed, but realize each time 

you do it you will find things that work better each 

time.)

You could have some kind of an activity for the customers 

to be doing at the table as they are waiting for their 

food too.  I remember one time a group made up a little 

activity sheet like they give to kids at restaurants. 

 They also enjoy visiting, but they need to keep the noise 

level down)

I did try early on to show some short little video on 

etiquette etc. but it is just too close together and 

didn't work well for me.

Thanks, Bonny Groneman Mapleton Jr. High

I am kinda in the same situation.

I have the students who are customers come into the restaurant area and sit down at the same tables that they will be seated at for the food delivery. (They go out of the room and reenter as customers, sit down) Yes, I know that that means that the table attendants dont't preset the tables.  But I have each group of customers (tables) work on compiling a list of careers/jobs that people do.  I tell them to be as specific as possible and then the group that gets the largest list will get a prize. This is also part of CD#5 so I tie it in that way as well.  

This last time I just finished the restaurant and I gave some of the workers actual problems to solve or things to work on while they were waiting to do their jobs.  I can attach what job outlines I have used this time- it worked great but I would have to wait until tonight to do that from my home computer- that is where the information is

I have tried just sending the customers to a different side of the room-it doesn't work that well-

I hope this helps

Thanks

Connie Wyckoff

Northwest Middle School

Mine are all in the same room but I they sit on the side in chairs completing a worksheet until the restaurant opens.  It seems to work.  Good luck!

Lynette Weston

FACS 

Millcreek Jr High

Hi Dixie-

I use play money that the business teacher printed for me.  I give the

students money according to their grades-- if they have an A I give them 6

dollars which will buy them anything they want at the restaurant.  The lower

the grade the lower the amount of money they receive.  Any student who is

failing does not receive any money.  They still have to participate-- but

they do not get to order....I use it as a work-based-learning activity for

real life....you can sit in a restaurant and not order if you are sitting

with someone who is.

If you have any other questions-- let me know!

-Kristi Johnson
When I did it I ordered a "toy" "Educational" cash register and used play money.  I gave each kid about $5.00.  The whole experience went so fast that we really didn't have time to get accurate change for everyone, though when we had the practice days before hand, we practiced tax and change skills. 

On Thu, 18 Oct 2007 12:31:24 -0600

Hi Dixie,

I use play money and give each group that is going to the 

restaurant enough money to buy a couple of breadsticks and 

a drink.  It depends on what you are having at your 

restaurant.  I usually give them about $20-$25.  You could 

give each student a certain amount of money too, but I 

find it a little easier to have one person in charge of 

the money at each table.

Bonny Groneman - Mapleton Junior High

.I went on line, I can't remember where, 

and printed play money...just google play money.  I gave everyone 

$5.00 and had the food cost in even dollars, I printed lots of ones 

for change.  Different color paper works and I make them be very 

careful with paper,

I have my students fill out checks to pay with when they are customers.  We practice in class beforehand.  I have them figure 20% tip also.  I have a real cash register and they come up and pay and then the cashier gives them the tip back for them to put on the table.  Does that make sense?  If you need more info/clarification let me know.  Good luck!

Lynette Weston

FACS 

Millcreek Jr High

Dixie,

The money is play money.  Go to All A Dollar and purchase the play-paper money and the plastic coins.  I purchased a coin box to keep money in and for the cashier.  I give each person about twenty dollars or less.  It all depends upon what the costs of your food are.  You need to go over the jobs and their responsibility the day(s) before--a walk through.  You need to print up a menu for the waitress to hand out at the tables after the guests are seated.  Do you have the order pads the waitress will write the orders on?  Have you gone through the restaurant lesson?  What questions do you have?

Mary McArthur

***************************************

Mary G. McArthur

Central Davis Jr. High (801) 402 - 7100

FACS/TLC Department

When I do the restaurant I use laminated monopoly money.  Each group of students (the customers- I group them into groups of 3-4) get 10-20 dollars depending on the prices the class set for their products.

I hope that helps

Connie

Northwest Middle School

get paper play dollars from all a dollar or such.  The district warehouse has play coins.  the number is 07021016 and will cost 1.86 a bag.  Get serveral bags.  I give each student different amount of money, not all the same in a ziploc baggie.  Wallets would be fun if we could get them cheap (like all a dollar).  Hope this helps.  

Barbara Bushnell

Bountiful Junior High-FACS teacher

