Easy Sewing Project Information

What about buying some pillowcases (Savers sometimes has them for 49 cents and turn them into a reusable shopping bags? Check out the Green Bag Lady website for how to square the bottom corners. Cut 10" off the bottom and cut handles out of the leftover fabric. There are also lots of free patterns for reusable shopping bag patterns online. Just Goggle it.

-Jeananne Lybbert

We made sock monkeys is my class this last semester and my students LOVED them.  It would be great for limited machines because there is a little machine sewing and more hand sewing, so they will be in their chairs a lot of the time (which I loved).  I ordered socks from embroideredforbaby.com http://embroideredforbaby.com/somoso.html  and they were about $4.50 a pair but these are the original Rockford Red Heal Socks which can be pretty expensive.  This is the cheapest we have found them.  But a teacher in my school bought a bunch of kid socks from target and made little monkeys out of them and they were really cute.  This same website has a pattern book that you can buy for ten dollars as well.  For instructions just google sock monkey directions and there are a ton on the web, or it is also in that pattern book on the website.  

Amanda

Chill ties are easy. and the instuctions I used are in the file cabinet. I also teach at a charter school and am pretty much in the same boat.  I have students bring their own machines in... if they bring their own machines they don't have to share. and I am even splitting my class up into two groups so that one group sews while another does other stuff with a parent volunteer in a different classroom. That way all my students have their own machine.  This is for CTE so I am only doing one sewing project (pillowcases) so I only have to do this two different weeks. Hope that helps. 

I just Googled 'simple sewing projects' and a neat web site popped up that you might be interested in.  It is AllFreeSewing.com.

 
The company is called Books are Fun.
display.booksarefun.com/cycle 5
or the agents are Dave and Rhonda Isaksen
daveisaksen@gmail.com
The books is called One Yard Wonders and it’s actually $14.00.
It has lots of cute ideas and patterns included.  Everything needs only 1 yard of fabric.  I just ordered it to use in my classroom.
If you can’t connect for some reason, let me know.
 
I order from www.haancrafts.com
They have lots of easy pillow projects that I let students choose. They are about $7.00 and they arrive in about 1 week.

 

Anyway, I totally understand the limited options problem we face as Charter School teachers. I have my students make Pilliowcases and Drawstring Backpacks. The Drawstring Backpacks have been a big hit. The kids carry their Gym clothes in  them to PE. I will attach the instructions above. I will also attach the rubric I use. I think they are really easy, more so than the Pillowcases. 

We did pillowcases, here is the pattern:

 

http://www.allpeoplequilt.com/millionpillowcases/instructions/RollItUp.pdf
 

super easy.

 

and then while a group was sewing with a machine the rest of the class was hand sewing a puzzle ball

 

book: http://www.amazon.com/Patchwork-Puzzle-Balls-Jinny-Beyer/dp/0972121854/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1329323996&sr=8-2
 

