The following is from a "Threads" magazine article (Threads #94, pp. 59-61 by Lydia Morgan) 
 
 
When selecting a needle for regular sewing, start with needle size. European needles range in size from 60 to 120, which refers to the diameter taken on the shaft right above the eye. American needles are sized from 8 to 19 in an arbitrary numbering system, and paired with corresponding European sizes: for example, 60/8 or 70/10; the larger the number, the larger the needle.

Determine needle size by fabric weight. Choose a size 60/8 needle for lightweight fabrics similar to georgette or organdy; a 70/10 or 80/12 needle for medium-weight jersey, Lycra, linen, or calf leather; a 90/14 and 100/16 for heavy fabrics like jeans, vinyl, upholstery or canvas; and 110/18 or 120/19 for very heavy fabrics. After choosing needle size, match the needle point to your fabric. The needle type and name is usually determined by the characteristics of the needle's point.
 
My own note: Some machine needles have the brand and size "stamped", "engraved" (whatever you would call it) on the shank of the needle. In fact some of the plastic cases have a section that acts like a magnifying glass to help you read it.

Phyllis Latham
Boswell High School

Just for fun I googled your question and was surprized at the answer; I may have known once upon a time and forgotten. Since the answer is so simple, please go to the following web site   http://sewing.about.com/od/sewingmachineindex/ig/Sewing-Machine-Needles/Needle-Sizes.--94.htm  and you will learn several things about needles. The answer to the question is American vs. European number system!

Janet Murray

 


-----Original Message-----
From: "Laurie Bleazard" <lbleazard@dsdmail.net>
Sent: 4/15/2010 2:34:00 PM
To: <facs@lists.uen.org>
Cc: 
Subject: [FACS] Needle question

Does anyone know the answer to this question?

 

On a sewing machine needle when you buy a package in the store it has two numbers, what does the 1st number represent and what does the second number represent?  Example: 80/12 or 90/14.

 

Thanks

 

 

 

 

Laurie Bleazard
North Layton Jr. High
Family and Consumer Science 
Department Head
801-402-6693
