


































































































































































































































Sewing Definitions 
& Notes 

A.K.A. Mrs. King’s  
Magic Tricks 



Interfacing 
•  Adds body, shape & 

stability to a project 
•  Fusible vs. Sew-‐In 
•  Lightweight, feather-‐
weight, heavy, 

•  Stretch interfacing 
–  Collars, facings, handles, 

yokes… 

Does NOT have to be on grain!  
Just be space-‐conscience 

 



 Stay-‐Stitching 
•  Purpose:  Stitching used to stabilize & 

prevent stretching during construction 
•  Most often on necklines 

•  How:  Stitch ½” from edges 
•  (note if any of this stitching ends up showing on 
the right side of garment after its sewn, unpick it) 



Darts 
•  Purpose: Tailoring technique to fit around 

body curves 
•  How:   1.  Mark dart with dressmaker pen 

   2.  Fold along center dart line 
   3.  Sew from edge to dart point 



Facings 
•  Purpose: To finish raw edges that can’t just 

be hemmed (usually because of curves or 
corners) 

•  Often found in Necklines, Collars, Front 
Openings, Armholes and Waistlines 

 



Concave vs. Convex Curves 

       
ConCAVE 

 
 
 
 

ConVEX 



Clipping  
•  Purpose: Release tension on a concave curve 
•  How: Straight cuts into S.A. at ~1/2” 

intervals 
•  (NOT THROUGH STITCHING LINE) 



Notching 
•  Purpose: Reduce Bulk from a convex curve 
•  How:  V-‐shape cuts into S.A. at ~1/2” 

intervals 
•  (NOT THROUGH STITCHING LINE) 

 



Draw in where you would 
NOTCH and where you 

would clip on these curves 

  
ConCAVE 

 
 
 
 

ConVEX 



Grading 
•  Purpose: Reduce bulk in seam allowances  
•  How: trim FACING fabric’s  

 S.A. to 1/8”-‐1/4”  



Understitching 
•  Purpose:  Row of stitching that holds seam 

allowance to one side, prevents facing from 
rolling to the front side 

•  How: Press the S.A. toward the facing and 
stitch 1/8” from the seam 



  

Understitching 



Sleeves 
•  Set In     vs.     Raglan 



Sleeves 
•  Open Set-‐In:  Sew in sleeve THEN side seam 
•  Easier method when you can use it 



Sleeves 
•  Closed Set-‐In: Sew side seams in bodice & 

sleeve then sew together 
•  Harder method that is used when usually 

with a lined sleeve & looks more tailored 



Easing 
•  Purpose: Making a larger piece of fabric fit  

with a smaller piece of fabric as a seam is sewn 
•  How: Do 2 rows of gathering stitches ¼” and ½” 

from sleeve edge, lightly gather and align 
notches. Should lay FLAT in the seam 

         Don’t confuse with EASE: the amount 
         of extra fabric in a garment for  
         comfort & wearing) 


