A Guide to Preschool Observations

OBSERVATIONS

Observer Name 










 
Time at beginning of observation 









Time at end of observation 










I.  The Child

First Name: 





Age: 






How long at school: 




Number of siblings: 




Birth Order: 






Physical and Motor Development

How does the child compare in size and weight with the other children?

Compare this child with the other children in skills requiring the use of his/her body:

Note the way the child walks. Does the walk seem typical for this group of children, or is it different?

Note the way the child runs. Did you see the child skip, jump, or not?

Describe how the child goes up and down stairs, climbs on toys such as a jungle gym, and rides a tricycle or other wheeled toys.

Compare this child with other children in dexterity and small muscle coordination.

Describe the way the child works with small items such as puzzles, pegs, art materials, dressing dolls, scissors, etc.

Describe the child's skills in putting on his clothing, buttoning, zipping, washing and drying his hands, and eating. Can the child tie shoes?

How much time does the child remain in activities which require moving around the room, verses activities which require sitting still? How much is this behavior influenced by the program?

Social and Emotional Development

Behavior with adults

Did you see the child take leave of the parent in the morning? Describe:

Does the child seek the companionship of adults in preference to children? Does the child have an attachment to a particular adult?

How does the child seek adult approval and help?

Does the child accept adults' suggestions and redirection? What is the child's response to limits set by adults?

Behavior with other children

How does the child enter group play, e.g., immediately joins in or stands and observes first? Describe the child's behavior in group play (e.g., leader, follower, both?)

Does the child seem to prefer to play alone? Describe and compare the child's behavior with that of the other children. During what activities does the child prefer to play alone?

Does the child tend to play with a particular friend(s)? Describe.

When this child and another do not agree, what does the child do? (e.g., give in, compromise, holler for help, etc.)

Expression of feelings

How does the child show feelings of happiness and unhappiness? What other feelings did you see the child express?

How does the child show affection for another child or adult?

Did you see the child attempt to hurt another child either verbally or physically? What seemed to be the provocation? How was the situation handled?

Did you see the child respond to frustration, such as having to wait for a toy? What did the child do?

Intellectual Development

Compare this child's level of development with that of the other children in the following skill areas:

About how long is the child's attention span in different activities? 

Is the child generally alert and able to solve tasks and problems?

Describe the child's memory skills: e.g., ability to remember people, directions, stories, songs and related past experiences.
How would you describe the language development of this child: articulation, fluidity, volume, vocabulary, sentence formation, and creative language? Write down some speech samples.

Did you observe the child's knowledge of any of the following: colors, size, numbers, time, and letters? Any other concepts?

Use of activities

Does this child use creative materials (e.g., clay, paint) and how? Compare with other children.

Did the child participate in any musical activities, or seem interested in books or stories? Describe and compare with other children.

Did you see the child use dramatic play (pretending to be something or someone else)? Describe the play.

Impressions of the Child

What do you see as this child's strengths developmentally?

Are there skills that are less well developed relative to those of the child's classmates?

What about this child makes the most lasting impression on you?

II. Environment

What do you notice about the layout of the rooms, the equipment, and materials that are conducive to working well with a group of young children?

Anything you would add, change or question in the environment?

Describe the outdoor playground or indoor gross motor activity areas. 

What are the rules that maximize safety during gross motor play?

III. Staff

Which teachers seem particularly good? What do they do or not do with children, which leads you to your conclusion?

	Give examples you observe of the staff doing the following: 
	How did the children respond?

	Praising/ reinforcing a child's behavior


	

	Redirecting (e.g. to another activity)


	

	Disciplining


	

	Comforting


	

	Motivating, teaching problem solving


	

	Being honest/building trust


	


List examples of some topics of casual conversation observed between children and staff:

Staff Comments (record of positive or negative comments made by staff to individual children or groups of children)
	
	+ Comments
	- Comments

	Individual child
	
	

	Group of children
	
	


