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This is what I found out, thanks to all of you for your responses.

Lora Thompson 

at Centennial

 in Provo

I called the Division of Family Services in Provo 

There is not a legal age to baby sit or be left hoe alone in Utah.

(Interesting)

It is based on the maturity level of the child. (how do you determine

that??)

The strong recommendation is that there is a safety plan.

The child ...

must be able to follow through with a safety plan

must be able to dial 911

must be able to contact parent

must be able to have some emergency contacts such as a neighbor or

relative, is that emergency contact willing to help.

Do they have a phone?

Does the child know what to do in a basic emergency?

It is the parents responsibility to chose a responsible baby

sitter...for example if the baby sitter is immature enough to leave the

children unsupervised or not know how to handle an emergency then it is

taken very seriously.

Any child left home alone under around 13 the Division would

investigate, they frown on a child left home over night alone that isn't

in their teens and shows responsibility.  A teen that gets into trouble

isn't responsible enough to be left home alone.  

A baby sitter or child care provider can not get medical attention for 

an underage child without the parent's consent.

I called Day Care Licensing @ 374-7005, under the Health Dept. 

Definition of Child Care is: Care given to child in lieu of the

parent.

Always look for someone who has a child care license. If they have a

license then...

They must be 18 or a high school graduate.

Then it is inspected by the fire dept.

Child care providers must have prewritten parental consent for

emergency care and be able to contact the parent quickly.

Home Daycare one adult can care for up to 8 children (including your

children under 4 years old)

You can only have 2 under 2 if you have childcare license. As the age

goes up the group size gets bigger. 

In a Childcare Center for babies under 2 is 1 adult to every 4 babies

There are No Preschool laws, anyone can hang a shingle out and be a

preschool.

For Preschool: they come for some kind of educational program, they

don't stay for care or meals, they go home after the learning

experience.

