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Child Development Pathway 

(Child Development, ECE I & ECE II)

NEWS FLASH 

The Child Development Pathway has been aligned with the Child Development Associates (CDA) credential. Students may complete our courses having skills and documentation that will make them more employable upon graduation.

Beginning this year (2012-2013), all students enrolled in Early Childhood Education (ECE) II are required to begin the CDA process. If desired, Child Development and ECE I students may also begin tracking their CDA hours. Beginning in 2013-2014 all Child Development and ECE I students will be required to track their CDA hours.

WHAT IS CHANGING?

· ECE II now has its own test (#329) 

· ECE II performance documentation has been changed and aligned to meet CDA requirements. 

· ECE II content has NOT been changed; it is the same content as is taught in ECE I.  

· ECE II Standards and Objectives are the same as ECE I, with the exception of performance based language. No additional curriculum content has been added. It is the rigor that has increased and not the content. 

All Standards and Objectives and Performance Documentation can be found on the state website under Skills Certification. ECE II Performance Documentation may not be on the state site at this time, but it is attached as a document to this form.
http://www.schools.utah.gov/ate/Skills/FACStests.htm
WHY HAVE THINGS CHANGED?

· Aligns the Child Development Pathway with industry standards.

· Tied to industry through Perkins funding.

· ECE II is more credible because it now has skills certification and testing.

· Students can work toward earning their CDA credential while in high school.

· Students can integrate the CDA into some college majors and receive pay raises when working in licensed childcare programs.

WHEN DO THE CHANGES GO INTO EFFECT?
· Changes made to ECE II Standards and Objectives and Performance Documentation go into effect NOW (2012-2013)

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO TO ADAPT TO THESE CHANGES?

· Make yourself familiar with the new ECE II Performance Documentation early in the school year!!!!!

· This documentation includes all the steps necessary to get your students aligned with CDA requirements.

· Obtain the CDA manual to begin to understand the requirements of the CDA. 

(Preschool Caregivers in Center-Based Programs Revised Third Edition, 2011)

www.cdacouncil.org
· All student performance documentations that are associated with the CDA requirements have been referenced back to the CDA manual.

· Begin tracking seat time and lab hours towards CDA starting with students enrolled in ECE II.

(Attached are the documents – CDA Lab/Experience Hours & CDA Tracking Worksheet – that will aide you in tracking this information. You may choose to use these documents or develop your own.)

· Tracking both seat time and lab hours are two of the ECE II performance documentations (6 & 7) students enrolled in ECE II must complete this year. 

· Tracking is the student’s responsibility. You DO NOT have to complete these tracking sheets for them. This should be a student task, with teacher guidance.

· In the future (2013-2014) students enrolled in Child Development and ECE I will begin tracking their seat time and lab hours. You may begin helping them with the tracking this year, if you choose.

