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August 19, 1883: Gabrielle Chanel was born in Saumur, France
1895: Chanel’s Mother died, she is an orphan

Went to school at the orphanage from 1895-1900

‘Went to convent school, 1900-1902

1902-1904: Clerk in a hosiery shop in Moulins

1905-1908: Café-concert singer, used the nickname “Coco”

1913: Opened millinery and women'’s fashion house with the help of Arthur “Boy” Capel
1913: Opened a shop in Deauville

1916: Makes suits out of jersey fabric. Never done before.

1919: Capel killed in a car wreck

1920: Meets Grad Duke Dimitri: Russian influence in her clothes
1922: Marketed the famous “Chanel No. 5" perfume

1924: Introduced “drop waist dresses”

1926: Introduced the “Little Black Dress”

1931: Paid $1 million to go to Hollywood to “dress the stars”. Designed clothes for the movie “Tonight or Never”
1933: Met Paul Iribe. Only man engaged to. He had a heart attack and died.
1940: Statement “This is no time for fashion.” Closed her fashion house.

1954: Comeback Collection at the age of 71. Americans loved it!!

1957: Neiman Marcus Award

1963: International Fashion Award

1963: Jackie Kennedy was wearing a Chanel suit when husband, JFK was shot.

January 10, 1971 Chanel died
1983: Karl Lagerfeld takes over the House of Chanel
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“Chanel” Symbols:

Chanel Jacket (cardigan style jacket, usually with braid trim and gold buttons) A chain in the hem of the jacket holds it down.
Chanel Purse (quilted leather purse with chain handles) — —
Black Bow with White Gardenia

Jewelry (mostly pearls), real and fake mixed together
Spectator Shoes

Suntans

Bobbed Hair (1920's)

Pants for Women

Little Black Dress

“Sportswear” for women

Philosophy: (Said it when she was in her 50's): “Nature gives you the face you have at twenty, life gives you the face you have
at thirty, but at 50, you get the face you deserve.”




