If you set up your own worksheet, you can have the students use the calculators on www.bankrate.com to calculate interest earnings and compare a savings account to a CD held for different terms. I go to our only area bank and get their sheet that gives the current percentages earned on all the saving and CD programs they offer. You could also go online and have them compare US savings bonds on the government's web site. It too has a calculator for bonds. I hope it helps.

www.howstuffworks.com is a great source for explaining the difference between and the different services each institution offers (banks, credit unions, payday loans). Leslie Smith leslie.smith@piute.k12.ut.us
To narrow it down, I just google banks/credit unions/investment firms in Utah. Tonie Dee  adee@sanjuanschools.org
Wendy Crapo" wendycrapo@jordan.k12.ut.us
The kids enjoy making these posters and then I put them up in the room under the categories (one for each side of the room - banks, credit union, financial advisors, payday loans). I changed savings & loans from the fefe curriculum to pay day loans because they all went out of business.

BANKING INSTITUTIONS COMPARISON PROJECT
sign up for one


Name


	BANKS
	

	Bank of American Fork
	

	Barnes Bank
	

	Brighton Bank
	

	Celtic Bank
	

	Chase Bank
	

	Far West Bank
	

	Zion’s Bank
	

	Wells Fargo Bank
	

	Frontier Bank
	

	US Bank
	

	
	

	CREDIT UNIONS
	

	America First C. U.
	

	Cyprus Credit Union
	

	Trans West C. U.
	

	University of Utah C. U.
	

	Utah First C. U.
	

	Jordan C. U.
	

	Mt. America C. U.
	

	Salt Lake City C. U.
	

	Intermountain C. U.
	

	Deseret First C. U.
	

	
	

	
	


\

BANKING INSTITUTIONS COMPARISON PROJECT
	PAY DAY LOANS
	

	Pay Day Loans
	

	Cash Store
	

	Affordable Loans
	

	Check Cash Advance
	

	Money Mart
	

	Loans for Less
	

	Mr. Money
	

	Quick Loan
	

	Utah Money Store
	

	J & N Pawn
	

	Loan Max
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	BROKERAGE FIRMS 
	(Financial Advisers)

	AIG
	

	Fidelity
	

	ING
	

	Merrill Lynch
	

	Smith Barney
	

	Waddell & Reed
	

	Ameriprise Financial
	

	AAA Financial Planners
	

	Lincoln Financial Adv.
	

	Progressive Planning
	

	
	


BANKING INSTITUTIONS COMPARISON PROJECT
(40 points)
· Answer the following questions by searching the web, visiting the institution, or calling them.

· Create a poster with the logo and information from this questionnaire.

Questions to ask:
1. Who owns the institution?
2. Who insures the institution?

3. What kinds of services do they offer?

4. What kinds of investment options do they offer? 
5. Do they require a minimum balance for checking or saving?

6. What interest rates do they have on saving accounts?
7. What interest rates do they have on loans?
8. Do they have on-line banking?

9. What are the ATM fees?

10. Do they offer credit cards?
11. Do they offer safe deposit boxes?
12. Add any other information you may have learned.

COMPARE & CONTRAST FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Name ________________________       Period ________

1. Which bank would you choose for a checking account?

Why?

2. Which institution offers the best investment options?

Why?

3. Who has the highest ATM fees?

4. Where would you go for a loan?
