Washer and Dryer  Recommendations

We are in the market for new washer and dryers for our foods room (so our janitors can have our old ones and stop using ours). Any recommendations from happy consumers? I was thinking in the $500 or less (each) range but I have never purchased these so I don't know what it cost to get a durable machine.

Thanks!

Nicole Wright

South Jordan Middle

Nicole

I just recently purchased a washer and dryer and learned a lot in the process.  The number 1 reccommendation is the Whirpool brand.  Talking to people who do repairs they say that maytag is one of the hardest brands to repair, they have parts that are not suitable for the load capacity and they burn out a lot quicker.  Whirpool is going to last you a lot longer.  From experience in my foods lab; I would not suggest the front loaders.  They don't fit as much (can't even fit a full load) and they are a pain to get the laundry in and out of.  If your district will get you whirpool brand washer and dryer that would be the best (super capacity).  I personally would not go for one that has all the bells and whistles like the water sensor and such because if the computer goes out who knows the place may flood.  Those are my suggestions.  I hope they help.

Kala Lohrenz

Hillcrest High

We have to go through our district suppliers so we don't have a lot of choice.  You may need to start by seeing what is available through district suppliers.

Susan L. Smith
I would ask your district CTE person what kinds of contracts you have through the state.  You can get really good prices on quality machines.  I would imagine you would have to bid it out anyway but it might help narrow your choices to better products at better prices.

Amy Roberds, Riverview Jr High
Our district makes us get Ropers so that is what we have.  They have been fine.  I would choose something else if I could.

Lara Burton
Kaysville Junior High

Check with your district.  Most have contracts with the 

state to buy appliances at deep discounts.  We can get 

what we want, but going through them is usually a better 

deal price-wise.  Check out the Crosley brand.  Good value 

for the price!

Roberta Merrill

Spanish Fork High School
This is my personal opinion on things so take it as you'd like. You'll have a hard time on that budget. Go to your CTE director and state your case! In the long run it saves money on repairs & replacements to buy quality. We bought Maytag Neptunes but Whirlpool (or their economy lable Kenmore) also has good ratings. Look up consumer ratings on the internet for any brand you are considering. Our district purchasing has a love affair with the Crosley brand because its cheapest. I'm always writing up special requests to get what I want. Why not ask for the best and see what you can get?

I also recommend front loading washing machines. They can handle a much larger wash load than top load and they use much less water. This saves money and sets a good 'green' example for students. That said we did something outrageous - two dryers!  We were always waiting for a load to dry so we could put the next load in. Problem solved! We had to do some remodeling but understand, we also have an on-site daycare as part of our department so we wash lots of bibs & crib sheets too! 

p.s. we have a very clear "FCS ONLY" for our machines. We talked to head custodians and placed big, bold signs on the machines. It ends up being a health code issue. None of the harsh chemicals the custodians use to clean should be in contact with items that will be used in food preparation areas! On top of that we really had to fight our Special Ed. Department. They wanted to bring their students in to teach them how to do the wash - when would we do our wash? They also wanted to wash the soiled clothes from students that had bathroom accidents - No Way!

Good Luck!

Wendy Curtis

Highland High 


I am a tried and true Maytag fan.  I have others, but find that the Maytag lasts better.
 
Janae Hudman
Ogden High School

Our district got us Crosley brand, they're ok but the new 

front-loading models clean better and use less water.
Nicole, I think you will have to look at the district purchasing manual. Washers and Dryers may be on a bid, and then you won't have a choice. I would check before I spend time looking. You could also check with Wayne Dittmore. Good luck, Patti Bartlett Bingham High
My ACTE Director purchased "Crosley" for all the foods and CTE FACS rooms. I like it.

I noticed awhile back that Sears Outlet had a set for $449.  I like Kenmore.  

I. Utley

Nicole,

Jordan school district insists you order your large appliances from the district vendor list. They have approved contracts they want us to purchase from. You can access this list from the district web site, or ask your head secretary for help.

Good Luck,

Debbie Fisher

South Hills Middle School
Hey Nicole ~

We don't get a choice when we get new appliances, but we have Crosely ... they have lasted, but I know they aren't the top of the line ...

Melodie

