Understanding the Elements of Design


Designers often ask themselves: Is the room half empty or half full? Every design project starts with a space, or area, that must be arranged. There are three basic options for arranging space. These are:

· Filling It: This is done with furniture, carpets, wall hangings, and other objects.

· Dividing It: Again, this is generally accomplished with furnishings, though division of space can also be achieved through the addition of the architectural features such as columns or partitions.

· Leaving It Unfilled: Empty space can provide a refreshing openness, especially when the overall space or room size is small.

The decision on how to arrange space depends on two factors: personal preference and function. Space that is filled creates a different mood and environment than an empty space or a divided space. 

Objectives:

· To recognize when space is filled, divided, and empty; to identify a variety or methods used to create these effects.

· To analyze the other elements of design (line, form, texture, color) through various room photographs.

Directions:
1. With a marker, label each of five sheets of paper with one of the following headings.
· Large space that is mainly empty

· Large space that is divided in some way

· Large space that is filled

· Small space that is mainly empty

· Small space that is filled

2. Browse through home decorating magazines or furniture catalogs for photographs or rooms that represent one idea in each heading. Be sure each picture shows as much of the interior of the room as possible.
3. Carefully cut out the pictures and mount each on the correct sheet of paper.
4. Line up the five sheets so that the images can be easily compared. Briefly study the different designs.
5. In the table on the next page, write a short explanation of how each picture meets the criteria of the heading. Be specific. Include ideas such as how the furniture is arranged, what items are being used to divide the space, and what function of each space might be, as well as how you determined each of these. 

6. Answer the additional questions about the elements of design on the back of the table. Use complete thoughts and specific details!
7. Finally, rank the rooms in terms of your preference as to the mood created by the use of the elements of design. Use 1 for your favorite and 5 for your least favorite. Mark your score on the paper.
8. Put these in order and staple the mounted sheets together along with your answers. 
9. You are finished! Be proud of your work!
10.  Scoring Guide:
· 5 Photographs = 5 pts

· 9 questions thoroughly answered @ 2 pts each = 18 pts

· Neatness and effort = 2 pts

· Total = 25 points

	Large space that is mainly empty

	

	Large space that is divided in some way

	

	Large space that is filled

	

	Small space that is mainly empty

	

	Small space that is filled

	


	Choose one of the photographs. What types of lines dominate this room? What effect do the lines in this room create? Why do you think so?

	

	Choose one of the photographs. Analyze the element of form in the room. What objects add stability to the room? Which objects blend well together? Why do you think so?

	

	Choose one of the photographs. What objects or surfaces are examples of texture? How does this room use texture to influence the overall feel of the room? Would you add or subtract some textures? Why?

	

	Choose one of the photographs. What do you like best about the color in this room? How does the color choice affect the overall look? Would you change any of the colors? Why?

	


