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The Golden Mean Ratio
Directions:  Use the golden mean ratios answer the following questions.  
Use one of the following ratios to find the best answer:  2:3, 3:5 or 5:8.

1. Jamie wants to purchase a couch that will look nice beneath her living room window.  The window is 4 feet wide.  She would like the couch to be bigger than the window.  Using the golden mean how wide should Jamie’s couch be?  Which ratio did you use?

[image: C:\Users\emily.housley\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\OU3HZAJG\MC900215172[1].wmf]

2. James has an old lamp that he would like to update.  It is 24 inches tall.  To keep the lamp in proportion, how wide should the lamp shade be?  Which ration did you use?
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3. A contractor is trying to decide which size of window to order for a home he is building.  The window is 5 feet tall.  He wants the width of the window to be narrower than the height.  How wide should the window be?  Which ratio did you use?
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4. Gustavo is installing wainscot on the bottom portion of his living room wall.  He is not sure how far up the wall the wainscot should be and how much of the wall should be left empty and just painted.  His wall is 10 feet tall.  The empty portion of the wall should be larger than the section with wainscot.  Using the golden mean ratio how many feet of the wall should just be painted with no wainscot?  Which ratio did you use?
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5. Tami is hanging a picture in her bedroom.  She is not sure how high to hang the picture.  The wall is 8 feet tall and she has tried to hang the picture twice.  The first time she hung the picture 4 feet from the floor and the second time 5 feet from the floor.  Which do you think would look the best?  Which ratio did you use?
 





6. Brenna is adding a bedroom on to the back of her house.  The bedroom needs to be 20 feet wide.  How long should the bedroom be to fit the golden mean standards?  The length of the bedroom should be shorter than the width.  Which ratio did you use?
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