
Decision Making and Assertiveness
 

Summary 
Students will identify a problem and write a persuasive essay, to the appropriate audience, to correct
the problem.
 

Time Frame 
2 class periods of 45 minutes each
 

Group Size 
Large Groups
 

Life Skills 
Thinking & Reasoning, Communication, Social & Civic Responsibility, Employability
 

Materials 
Reading text
Writing paper

 

Student Prior Knowledge 
How to write a paragraph: indent, main idea, examples, summary statement, etc.
 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
Students will identify a problem, an appropriate solution, and the appropriate audience to address
their solution to.
 

Instructional Procedures 
Read a selection from the reading text in Open Court or Houghton Mifflin (refer to the bibliography
below.)
Discuss how the characters felt about themselves, their goals, the opposition they faced, and what
they did to overcome the opposition. Have students give examples of their responses.
In small groups, have students read examples of persuasive writing from: political pamphlets,
advertising, book or film reviews, letters to the editor, or papers collected from previous students.
Discuss how the writers in the examples felt about themselves. How can you tell?
What were the goals of the writers? Make a list of ideas they used to persuade you to accept their
goals.
How did the writer organize the piece? How did that help make their point?
How did their use of voice in the various pieces influence you?
Think about something that you would like to change. It could be at school, at home, or in the world.
Who would you need to talk to in order to change it? (Audience) Write three paragraphs to your
audience to persuade them to help you make this change.
 

Strategies for Diverse Learners 
Allow English Language Learners to write in their native language with the expectation that if
proficient enough, they will then work to translate their piece into English. They can then read or
share their piece in both languages.
Not all writing pieces need to go through the entire writing process. However, adept writers who finish



quickly, could be encouraged to work together to peer review, revise, and publish.
Students who have a difficult time choosing a topic could be assigned to write an essay from the point
of view of the character in the reading text. Again, they need to consider who the audience of that
character would be.
 

Extensions 
Students could email their pieces to another prearranged fourth grade class for peer review, using the
rubric.
Finished pieces could be sent to their intended audience.
Finished pieces could be published on the Internet or in a school publication.
Finished pieces could be submitted to the Writing Festival, Reflections Contest, or other writing
contests.
Role play persuading someone to your point of view.
Hold a debate.
 

Assessment Plan 
Students can peer review each other's writing pieces using the rubric.
Students can peer review each other's writing by drawing a smile next to phrases or sentences using
strong ideas or voice. Students are likely to remember what they did well and use it again.
 

Rubrics 
6+1 Trait Writing Rubric 
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