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The Art & Technology of Utah's 5 Unique Indian Cultures
 

Summary 
The student will be able to connect the artistry and innovation of Utah's five tribes to their history and
culture.
 

Main Core Tie 
Social Studies - 4th Grade

Standard 2 Objective 1
 

Additional Core Ties 
Social Studies - 4th Grade

Standard 1 Objective 3
 

Time Frame 
2 class periods of 30 minutes each
 

Materials 
Teacher Materials

At a Glance: Utah Indians' Art and Culture  (pdf)
Video: We Shall Remain: The Paiute
Video: We Shall Remain: The Navajo
Video: We Shall Remain: The Goshute

Student Materials
Fact sheet for each tribe  (pdf)
Jigsaw Worksheet  (pdf)

 

Background for Teachers 
The five tribal nations of Utah each have unique cultures that are tied to the environments in which
they lived and the different events that shaped tribal histories. No single artistic expression or
technological innovation could possibly define a culture, but it can help us to recognize larger themes
and values. This lesson focuses on Navajo weaving, Paiute basketry, Goshute botany, Shoshone
beadwork, and Ute buckskin tanning to explore the cultures of Utah's Indians.
 

Instructional Procedures 
Take a classroom poll to identify the unique skills, interests, talents, and hobbies of your students.
Discuss how these interests reflect who they are, where they live, and what they, their families, and
their communities value.
Provide each student with a culture sheet on one of the tribes, and allow them to complete the jigsaw
sheet for all five tribes. If your class has never participated in a jigsaw before, instructions are
available at UtahIndians.org.
 

Extensions 
Have students demonstrate one of their talents to the class and explain its cultural significance.
Some examples might include Basque dancing, Hmong quilting, Sushi rolling. Where applicable,
ask students to make connections to the arts and innovations of Utah's Indian tribes.
Have students experiment with weaving or beading to gain a kinesthetic understanding of the
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cultures studied.
 

Assessment Plan 
Discussion participation
Jigsaw sheet

End of Unit Assessment
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