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Hopes and Dreams
 

Summary 
Students will read an article about a geologic hazard and decisions made on homebuilding. They will
"Investigate and report possible reasons why the best engineering or ecological practices are not
always followed in making decisions about building roads, dams, and other structures." (State Core,
4d)
 

Time Frame 
1 class periods of 60 minutes each
 

Group Size 
Small Groups
 

Materials 
roles 
(attached)
article 
(attached)

 

Background for Teachers 
Time needed will vary depending on activity choices.
 

Instructional Procedures 
Activity 1.
Have students read the article and dramatize the events.

Assign roles for students. They would include:
Nancy Hayes, Barney Ryan, Brad Hall-Homeowner
Kirt and Bart Smith-Developer and city councilman
Earthtec-Geology Consultants and engineers
County engineer Chris Wight
County Officials
Community development Department
Independent Consultant
Insurance Company for Earthtec
Attorney General of Utah

Create a role card for each position. Place the name of the role on one side and glue the job
description to the other.
Students should be in a group (size may vary), given time to prepare the dialog that addresses
why they should not be sued and what should be done about the problem.
Have one student represent each to the class in a "courtroom". The teacher should be the
judge. You can have the class vote for what percentage of responsibility each group may have
after they have presented their arguments.

Activity 2. Have students read the article, underline pertinent statements and write a paragraph
answering the question:  
 
"What are possible reasons why the best engineering or ecological practices are not always followed
in making decisions about building roads, dams, and other structures."

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=36975-2-43168-roles.docx&filename=roles.docx
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=36975-2-43169-article.docx&filename=article.docx


Activity 3. Have students read the article, discuss it in a small group and write a group statement
answering the question above.
Activity 4. Students could make a checklist for home buyers to use with questions that home buyers
should ask before buying.
 

Assessment Plan 
Scoring Guide
:  
 
1. Students demonstrate understanding of article……………………….4  
2. Students use time well……………………………………..4
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