
Understanding the Dewey Decimal System
 

Summary 
Students will be able to locate information need by understanding Dewey Decimal organization.
 

Time Frame 
1 class periods of 30 minutes each
 

Group Size 
Pairs
 

Life Skills 
Thinking & Reasoning, Systems Thinking
 

Materials 
30 Subject Cards on 3x5 Index Cards. Access to computers. Tape.
 

Student Prior Knowledge 
Purpose of libraries.
 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
Students will use location skills for finding print sources.
 

Instructional Procedures 
After taking pre-test on computer. Show You-Tube video from teacher resources section. In pairs
students will choose 3 subject cards and tape them on correct bookshelf ledge. Each pair will have
copy of Dewey Decimal Infographic as a guide. (After pre-test, teacher will take screen shot of class
results). Students will then find 3 different subject cards and check them for correct placement. They
will put a colored sticker on any subject cards they feel are incorrect. As a whole group we will look at
the cards with stickers and identify correct placement, if needed. Students will take same test and we
will compare pre- and post- results as class.
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