
 

3rd Grade: Informational Writing 
Prompt: Horses and Zebras  

 

This writing sample contains an introduction to the topic that is clear and stays focused.  The writer 
synthesizes and integrates text evidence well into the response.  The writer organizes the piece well and 
clearly outlines each example while using transitional strategies.  A concluding statement is provided.  
Capitalization, punctuation, and spelling demonstrate sufficient command.  
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This third grade sample has a clear introduction to the topic, yet the organization of the rest of the text 
is inadequately grouped together.  The writer integrates text evidence into the piece well and connects 
ideas together.  The student uses a variety of transitional strategies to bring flow to the text.  The 
language conventions, punctuation, and spelling demonstrate effective command.  
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In this third grade sample, the student provides a clear introduction that relates to the prompt posed.  
Additionally, the writer includes ways in which zebras and horses are alike and different, but the 
relationship between the ideas is loosely connected.  The writer uses a variety of transitional strategies, 
integrates evidence from the text, and provides an adequate concluding statement or section.  There is 
no evidence of elaboration and the integration of the ideas used to compare could be stronger.  The 
response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions through the student’s use of 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
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In this student sample, the writer introduces the topic partially as he only attends to the differences at 
first.  The student integrates evidence from the text into two well-organized paragraphs.  Redundant 
transitional strategies are used.  A concluding statement is provided.  The students command of 
conventions, punctuation, and spelling demonstrates proficiency.  
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In this third grade sample, the student provides a clear introduction that relates directly to the prompt 
posed.  Additionally, the writer includes ways in which zebras and horses are alike and different, but the 
transitions back and forth between differences and similarities with no clear organization or distinction.  
The writer uses basic transitional strategies, integrates evidence from the text, and provides an 
adequate concluding statement or section.  The response demonstrates an inconsistent use of 
punctuation and capitalization, but adequate use of spelling. 
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This third grade sample introduces part of the topic in the opening line, but fails to introduce the entire 
concept.  The student incorporates transitional strategies, but uses little variety.   The piece is well 
organized and has well-defined sections that integrate evidence from the text smoothly.  No concluding 
section or statement is provided.  The capitalization, punctuation, and spelling demonstrate sufficient 
command.   
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This third grade writer does not introduce the topic or provide a focus, but does group related 
information together.  He uses facts and details to develop the topic.  Linking words and phrases are 
absent, as well as a concluding statement or section. The errors in usage obscure meaning slightly.  
There is some inconsistent use of punctuation, but capitalization and spelling are adequate.  
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This third grade writer clearly introduces the topic, but struggles to group related information together.  
A number of facts and details are integrated from the text to support the writer’s response, but the lack 
of a coherent structure makes the facts seem random.  The writer uses linking words and phrases, but 
they inadequately connect ideas.  A conclusion is present.   Errors in usage, capitalization, and 
punctuation detract from the meaning of the text.  
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This student’s sample provides an introductory statement, but it confusing as the thought is not 
complete.  The structure of sentences often obscures the meaning of the written text, including 
conventions and punctuation.  The writer does integrate text evidence to describe the differences and 
similarities.   
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