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The writer demonstrates sufficient understanding of the components and organization of an
informational piece. All components are present and evidence from the text is integrated well to
support their ideas. Minor grammatical errors exist. The essay is focused and uses the language of the
content area to describe the process of weathering.



4 Grade Informational Responses
Weathering

\\ “uk\"\f N ?1\ Ch A V)

Focus and Evidence and Conventions
Organization | Elaboration
4 4 2

H{J ol

i‘ y

=

.\’ lll |
'll Jlr}\_fj?- l\ﬂ[\J

Introduce the
topic

Link ideas within
categories of
information using
words and phrases

Develop with
facts, definitions,
concrete details,
quotations or
other examples




Use precise
language and
domain-specific
vocabulary

Provide a
concluding
statement or
section related to

- the information
vell MNine presented

In this sample, the writer integrates evidence from the text and provides additional elaboration on the
evidence used to support their chosen ideas. The introduction is strong and provides a clear focus for
the well-organized essay. The writer demonstrate an ability to link ideas within categories and use of
precise language and domain-specific language to enhance their writing. Overall, the piece has
sufficient accurate use of conventions, punctuation, and spelling.
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This fourth grade writer demonstrates an understanding of the components of composition. The
introduction is weak, but the piece groups related information into organized paragraphs. The writer
uses strong evidence from the text and integrates it smoothly. The conventions, punctuation, and
spelling clearly convey the message and demonstrate sufficient command.
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Have you ever wondered how soil is made? Soil
is made by weathering. Weathering is the biggest

Introduce the
topic

step in the process of making soil. Soil is what we

plant our gardens in and our flowers. Soil is very Use precise

important to us. language and
' domain-specific

vocabulary

What is weathering? Weathering is th

weathering is caused by things in nature. Develop with
facts, definitions,

concrete details,
quotations or
other examples

sometimes cause weathering freezes it expands and
breaks the rock. The author states, as the water

freezes, it pushes outward and cracks the rock.
Weathering is caused by many things. Weathering is
one reason we have our soil. _

Soil is really cool. Soil has rocks, plant matter,
animal matter, air and water in it. The text said, all
soil is made up of pieces of rock, bits of plant and
animal matter, air, and water. Soil is made up of lots .



of things. Something else that is cool about soil is it
forms more quick in warm places. According to the
text, soil forms more quickly in warm, moist places.
Soil is formed in really cool ways.

How does weathering effect soil? Weathering
effects soil because it creates one of the main parts
of soil rocks! According to the text, soil has rocks in
it. Weathering effects soil by helping it create by
breaking down the rocks used in soil. Another way
weathering effects soil is it helps with the
foundation of soil if soil did not have rocks in it
would not have a good base. Weathering helps with
the soils foundation. Weathering is a huge part of
making good, rich soil. Weathering is very
Important.

As you can see we need weathering and soil.
Weathering helps soil to rich and good. Weathering
is a lot more important then you thought. So go
outside and explore nature’s soil.
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The writer provides a unique introduction and conclusion. Evidence is integrated into the text, but not
smoothly although the text is well organized. Variety in the transitional words and ability to link ideas
within categories would make the piece stronger. The student demonstrates sufficient command of

conventions, punctuation, and spelling.
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Have you ever wondered how soil is formed? It has
things that were broken down into it. Weathering is a big
influence on soil because it breaks things down. Soil is
formed by many things. If you have picked up a handful
of soil, you have probably seen bits of rock, dirt, and
plants. Those are some of the things in the soil. This is

Introduce the
topic

how they are added. -

First, this is how rock and plants are broken down.
Rocks are usually broken down by a cycle called
weathering. What do you think, is rock or water
stronger? What about plants? Which is stronger, rock or
heat? If you said rock you are wrong and this is why.
According to the text, the intense heat on a summer day,
after a while, breaks the rock! And when water is frozen
it expanse and makes cracks in the rock. The author
stated that ice takes more space than water. The plants
roots dig deeper in the rock searching for water and
break the rock down. That is how rock is broken down
into the soil.

Second, all the other things need to be added before
we have soil. When the biotic things in the dirt make
tunnels, plants drop leaves and otherthings.into the dirt.

They get decompose ken down, into little woo
chips and dirt. In the text, the author stated that air a
water get in through the holes. Earthwo i;
bacteria’s § added. According to the text,

after many years the little rocks and wood pieces
even smaller. Then it gets mixed together.
the dirt, rocks, plant, and animal matter gets mixed
together.

In conclusion, there are many things in the soil that
take time to decompose then get mixed with each other.

Weathering brakes down most of the things in the soil. L

Living things are also a factor in making soil. That is how
rock, plant and animal matter are made into soil. =
Samuel .
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Imagine a world without soil. Without rocks that’s what it
would be like, Sand forms by weathering and erosion. Erosion is
caused by more than weather though. These paragraphs #s/(
going to rock you through how rocks turn into sand.

The first way sand is formed

text, sun, wind, rain, and ice cause weathering. Ice c

auses rocks
to crack though. The author stated, that water seeps+hr5u/h/

little cracks and at night when it is er turns to ice
and expanse ck. Those are ways that weather breaks

down rock.

Soil also forms some other ways. Did you know that plants
break rocks too? One detail from the text is, the roots of plants
seep into cracks and grow and break it apart. The sun helps
break rocks into sand too. According to the text, the sun heats
the surface of the rock and causes the outer layer to expand. At
night it’s cool so the rock shrinks. After that cycle happening
over and over again the outside layers of the rock break off and
turn to soil. Those are ways how rocks turn to soil.

Those are the ways that rocks turn into sand. Sun, wind,
rain, ice, and plants. Those are only some of the ways that rock
break to sand.

is weathering€aterand |
wind help but there not the only weather. According o

Introduce the
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Provide a
concluding
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the information
presented

In this fourth grade sample, the focus of the paper has moments of drift and confusion—soil/sand,
erosion/weathering. The writer integrates evidence from the text while smoothly referring to the text.
There is limited use of linking ideas within paragraphs. Conventions, punctuation, and spelling
demonstrate adequate command, but errors in sentence structure and word choice impacts reader’s

understanding.




th . Focus and Evidence and | Conventions
4™ Grade Informational Responses N .
Organization | Elaboration
Weathering 5 > 5
WEATHERING
By Kash

Do you know what weathering is? Weathering
is really cool. Let me tell you about weathering.

First, Weathering is the breaking down of
rocks. Weathering is when things like plants,
wind, and other things break rocks. Ice is
the things that is known as we ing. Water gets
into cracks inthe r

and expands:

then the water freez
y doing so the rock breaks.
Next, Weathering causes soil to form. ]
Weathering breaks down rocks inteparticles. Soi

is made up of 25% air, 25% water, 5% organi
matter, and 45% minerals-Those rock particles
are made up of minerals so those rocks are part of
that 45% minerals.

Last, If it wasn’t for weathering life wouldn’t
be the same. If the wasn’t for weathering then
there wouldn’t be soil. If there’s no soil then plants
couldn’t grow. Then there would be no air and we
would die!

In conclusion, Weathering is really cool. Now
do you like weathering?
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In this sample, the writer includes an introduction and conclusion, but they are weak. There is no
evidence of linking ideas within categories. The student uses a limited amount of evidence from the text
and makes no reference to the text. The student demonstrates sufficient command of conventions,

punctuation, and spelling throughout.
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Imagine if you were soil for your whole life. Do
you even know what soil is? It takes many years and

is formed with many steps. | am going to tell you
about weathering and how the soil is formed.

Soil is very cool to

Introduce the
topic

learn about and especially U .
e ; Se precise
how it is formed*First, it takes up t ousands of language and

years and has many pieces of rock in it g to
the text, the outer layers rocks break off.
then makes is mush togeth
soil. This process
form the soil. The
nutrients«re also inthe s i-Plants and animals
feed on the remains 41 d then the soil uses it's
wasted of the nutrients. This process is very cool to
learn about.

Now we are going to talk about the weathering.
One thing about weathering is that sun, wind, rain,
ice, and plants cause weathering. According to the
text, when rocks are at the bottom of the earth’s

domain-specific
vocabulary




surface breaking it down in several ways IS a';:.o _

: w ways that weathering
weathering. There are d fe Y e Develop with
can happen. One other way phgLweseni facts, definitions,

< is that plants grow on rocks sometimes. || concrete details,
happenh tated, that means the roots seek out of quotations or
The author stated, other examples
the rock and water and nutrients g0 there. That
cause the rocks to wedge apart. There 1s @ o
examples of how weathering can happen. 1

; ways that soil is Provide a
In conclusion, there are many y e concluding

formed. Also the weathering that helps make statermnent or

l | things to learn about B section related to

i here are many cool thing

soil also. There _ lps with making the the information
with soil and weathering that helps presented
soil.

This writing sample lacks control and understanding of the topic. The writer integrates evidence from
the text, but lacks comprehensibility at times. There is limited linking of ideas within categories and use
of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. The sentence structure makes the writing
confusing, but adequate control of punctuation and spelling is present.



