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Name of Thinking Device: West Wing “The Supremes”


�





This relates to what content or grade?   


                      12th grade Government/Civics


                      Supreme Court nominee





Steps to use Device:





1.  Background on video clip:  From the West Wing:  A Supreme Court justice has died and the White House is looking for a nominee.  In full view of reporters, they interview Evelyn Baker Lange (Glenn Close), who is extremely liberal, hoping to scare the conservatives in Congress into confirming a more conservative choice of the President.  During the interview, the two White House aides, find they like her and consider really submitting her name.








2.  Show video clip up to minute 3:27: � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezhWVYVz0hc&feature=related" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezhWVYVz0hc&feature=related�








3.  In the spring of 2010, we confirmed a new Supreme Court justice.  Should the private life (in this case, a legal abortion) of a nominee to the Supreme Court be taken into consideration when going through the confirmation process?





3.  Have students discuss the question in groups of three, then share two or three opinions with the class.
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Name of Thinking Device:  We Didn’t Start the Fire!





This relates to what content or grade?   


                               11th grade US History


             Basic knowledge and interpretation of events


   





Steps to use Device:





1.  Hand out lyrics to Billy Joel’s  We Didn’t Start the Fire.





2.  Show You Tube clip: � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2v2JcpolIQU" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2v2JcpolIQU�








3.  Prompt:  In one or two sentences only and without using the words “We Didn’t Start the Fire”, please interpret the clip you just saw as it relates to US History.   What do YOU think the message is?







































































