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Name of strategy:  Silent Discussion                      


�





When might I use this strategy?   When your objective is to get 


students to think and respond to certain portions of the text or when you are introducing a concept or theme or at the end of a unit when you want to get students’ individual thinking about a subject.  This is a “thinking” strategy.











Steps to use strategy:  


1.  Choose carefully portions from your textbook, articles, or other information to which you want students to respond.





2.  Put the text onto a large poster and either place on walls (spaced around the room) or on tables or desks.





3.  Explain to students that they can wander around to each poster and respond in writing on the poster either to the text you have written or to someone else’s posting.  Decide how many posters each student needs to write on by how much time you have and the diversity of the quotations or text.





4.  There should be absolutely no talking as students are going around the room, writing and thinking.  Allow a certain time limit (don’t give too much time.)





5.  When finished, debrief by asking specific questions to which you want them to respond.











How can I grade this?  If you choose to grade this activity, when finished writing on the posters, give them a question or related prompt to respond to and have them do a “quick write” that summarizes their thinking on this topic.  Don’t use a grade if you are only introducing this topic.  Have them write and hand in.








Notes, text used, questions I might ask, other:





Name of strategy:    Expert group/Jigsaw            


�





When might I use this strategy:  You might use this strategy when you have a large amount of text to read and need to get through it quickly with students having a general understanding of the most important points





Steps to use strategy:


1.  Determine the material you need to cover and break it into readable chunks.  (Some high school or vocational teachers may want to use articles in professional journals and give each student a different article).  Either mark the chunks in your textbook or make enough copies of the textyou’re your students.





2.  Have students count off into groups of 4 or 5.  More than this number in each group is not as effective.  You may have a large number of groups based on your class size.





3.  Give each student a piece to read.  This can be homework or can be read in class.  They should be highlighting and finding the main points of the text.


At this point you may want to give everyone a graphic organizer that shows what information you want from each piece.  Each fills out their own portion as they read.





4.  After reading, make “expert groups.”  Students who have read the same piece have time in a group to discuss their portion and each should become an “expert” on their reading.  





5.  Then we “jigsaw”:  Reconfigure the groups so that in each group you have all 4 or 5 different articles to discuss.  Then each member of the group in turn shares their information.  As this is going on, each person fills in the rest of their graphic organizer.  It works well to time each person as they talk and tell students the order they’ll go in.  (google: online stopwatch)  Don’t give too much time based on the age of your students.  2 minutes is the max to give.  While each person is talking no one else talks.  When all have shared out, give a few minutes to discuss and ask questions.





How can I grade this?  Students turn in their graphic organizer.





Notes, text used, questions I might ask, other:








Name of strategy:   Think/Pair/Share/Square      �





When might I use this strategy:  Use this strategy when you have given some instruction and you want students to process what you have taught.











Steps to use strategy:


1.  Give instruction or have students read a short piece of text.





2.  Have students think about a question or problem related to what you have just taught or read.  They can either just think, but if you have students that don’t always pay attention, have them write a response to your question on paper.





3.  Students turn to a partner (either they choose or you choose) close to where they are sitting and in a short period of time discuss what they both thought about the question or problem.  Tell students when half the time is done and they need to give the other person time to talk.





4.  The teacher will pair up two pairs of two (to make a foursome) and give the larger group time to respond to the same question and share their thinking.  Each foursome should have a response to the question/problem when finished.  Don’t give them too long to discuss.  





5.  Call at random only two or three groups to report out.








How can I grade this?  If you need to grade this, once the foursome has had a moment to discuss, have them move back into individual format and have each person write a response to your question/problem to be handed in and graded.














Notes, text used, questions I might ask, other:





Name of strategy:  Value Line up





�


You might use this when you want students to form and share their own opinion based on fact and logic.





Steps to use strategy:


 Give students an article or articles that present both sides of an issue.  It is important that they get both sides.  Give them time in class or send home to read as homework.


Place #1, #5, #10 at points along the wall where students can later line up.





 After reading, have students write on paper their opinion of the issue.  This should be a quick write, just a few sentences.


Introduce a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 = strong agreement, 5 = not sure yet, and 10 = strong disagreement about the issue.  (You need to make a statement about the issue that students can actually agree or disagree with) Have students write the number on their paper where they believe they fall.


Have students more to the place along the wall where their opinion would fall, talking their paper with them.


Each student has 30 seconds to read or state their opinion.  If a student chooses, he/she may say “pass.”  The teachers should not validate or comment on any opinion.  Just say “thank you” and then the next person goes.  At this point there is no discussion or comment from students except the person talking.


When every student has a chance to share their opinion, the teacher may conduct a discussion and students may ask each other questions, etc.  At any point during this strategy that a student’s opinion changes, he or she may move to a different point on the line.





How can I grade this?  Have students return to their seats and:  (1)  write a solution to the problem,  (2)  write their revised or strengthened opinion with any facts to back it up (3) vote on the issue  or (4) anything else that brings closure to this activity.





Notes, text used, questions I might ask, other:








Name of strategy:   Roundtable/Round Robin     �





When might I use this strategy:  This strategy is a good one to use when you want students to think critically or problem solve.





Steps to use strategy:


1.  Divide the class into groups and pose a question or a problem.   Give students just a minute to think of solutions or answers.





2.  Ask one student to write an answer on a paper and then pass paper to the person beside him/her in the group.  Every student has a turn at answering the question.  





3.  When everyone has written an answer or solution, have the first person read all answers on the paper and discuss to see which solutions are feasible, if they can combine ideas or if they need to come up with something different based on one of the ideas.





**Another way of doing Roundtable is to have all students answer on paper and then have the group put all of their answers together, discuss them and either come to consensus or talk about why their answer works.   The goal is to have the group solve the problem or come up with a good answer to a thought-provoking question.








How would I grade this?  Once students move back out of the group, you could ask them to write their revised solution to the question or problem, or they could each put their name on the group paper and hand it in and give everyone in the group the same score.











Notes, text used, questions I might ask, other:





Name of strategy:   Reciprocal Questioning  


�





When might I use this strategy:  Use this strategy when you want students to really focus in on a piece of text or a difficult passage.





Steps to use strategy:


1.  Decide on how big the section, article, or piece of text is that you want students to read and break it into chunks of maybe 3 or 4 paragraphs each.  (You can adjust the length of each chunk based on age and ability of your students.)





2.  Model the strategy with students first.  Then move to guided partner practice, then onto non-guided practice until you have finished the text:


     a.  All students should be on the same piece of text.  Tell them how far they will read.  After reading the first section, the teacher will ask students questions that come directly from the text.  This is important.  All questions MUST come from the text.  


     b.  Read the first part, put their fingers in the book and close the book. Then teacher will find the most important points and ask students questions.  It is important that the teacher explain she/he is looking for main points, not minutiae.  If students can’t remember, they may go back into the text and re-read.


     c.  Explain to students that they now get to ask the teacher questions.  Read the next part.  Teacher puts finger in book, closes book and answers 2 or 3 questions.  If students don’t choose main points, now is the time to mention it and remind them they are looking for the most important points.  Teacher may go back into book and re-read if he/she doesn’t remember answers.


     d.  Repeat this sequence two or three times, back and forth with teacher to model how it is done.


     f.  Pair students up.  Tell them to choose who will ask and who will answer questions.  Read a short piece and have them asking and answering.  Then change jobs and repeat the process.  Do this several times with teacher guiding.


     g.  Finally, let students finish the piece by doing it with their partner on their own.





How would I grade this?   When the piece is finished, have students number their paper 1-5 and ask 5 questions about the main points of the text.  Turn in.





Notes, text used, questions I might ask, other:








