Name_______________________________                                                                         

Families

Families play a very important part in the lives of most people.  They provide for physical needs--food, shelter and clothing.  They also provide emotional support, and a safe environment for trying new things and making mistakes and just being yourself.  Families have a way a sticking together.  Family members often come to each other's rescue.  

What is a family?  A family is a group of people who are related to each other.  Family members may be related by blood (birth), marriage or adoption.  A baby who is born to a couple is related by blood.  The man your sister marries is your brother-in-law and is related to you by marriage.  A child who is legally adopted by an adult is related by adoption.

Your family is probably the greatest influence in shaping your values, standards, morals and your personality.  You learn much of what you know from your family.  Your behavior is influenced by your family.  You think like other members of your family.  Many of your goals come from family expectations.  There is an age-old argument as to which is the most important factor in shaping a person's personality--heredity or environment.  Heredity is your biological genetic make-up.  The most important aspect of your environment is your family.  

The family unit, in some form, is found in every country in the world.  What makes up a family unit, however, can vary.  In some countries a man may have more than one wife.  In other countries, several families may live together as a group.  In our culture, the most common types of families are nuclear, single-parent, blended and extended.

A nuclear family is formed when a man and a woman, neither of whom have any children, get married.  They may then have children of their own, adopt children, or remain childless and still have a nuclear family.

A single-parent family consists of one parent and one or more children.  The parent may be either the mother or the father and he or she could be widowed, divorced, separated or never married.

When a single parent marries, a blended family is formed.  In a blended family, one of the parents is a stepparent to the children.  He or she is not a blood relation.

Families that have relatives other than parents or stepparents living together in one home is called an extended family.  An extended family could include grandparents, aunts and uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins or grandchildren.
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PLEASE  ANSWER  THE  FOLLOWING  QUESTIONS  ON  A  SEPARATE  PIECE  OF  PAPER.   YOU  MUST  USE  COMPLETE  SENTENCES.

1. What type of family did Frank Beardsley have when we first met him?

2. What type of family did Helen North have when we met her?

3. When Helen North and Frank Beardsley married each other, what kind of 
family did they form?

4. What are some of the problems the North family had without a father?  Think of at least three.

5. What are some of the problems the Beardsley family had without a mother?  
       Think of at least three.

6. What were some of the disadvantages of being a kid in a family of 21?  Think 
of at least 5.

7. What would be some advantages of being a kid in a family of 21?  Think of at 

   least five.

8. What kind of family do you have?

9. Who are the members of your family?  Include their names.

10. Cite an example from the movie where one member of the family learned

 something from another member.

11. Tell about a time in your family when one member learned something from

another member.

12. Many of your ideas, likes and dislikes come from your family.  Tell of an 
example from the movie where one member's thinking and behavior

         was influenced by other members of the family.

13. Tell of a time when your thinking and/or behavior was influenced by another 

member or members of your family.

Each person who is a member of a family has a role within the family.  Your role is determined by your relationship to the others.  You might have the role of the youngest child, for example.  Your role is also defined by the tasks you perform.  You might have the role of table setter or dog feeder or dishwasher loader.  In each role you assume different responsibilities and certain behaviors are expected of you.

14.  What are some of the roles the Beardsley and/or North children filled?  Think

of at least three examples.

15.  Did these  roles change after their parents got married?  If so, how?

16.  What are some of the roles you fill in your family?

17.  Have any of your roles changed?  Explain how.

Strong family relationships are not automatic.  Just as you have to work to make friendships, you have to work to make good relationships grow and develop in your own family.

18.  When Helen and Frank got married, did the North children have good

relationships with the Beardsley children?  How do you know?

19.  List some specific examples of what the Beardsley and North children did to

build strong family bonds among them.  Think of at least three.

20.  What are three things you could do to improve your relationship with your 

siblings?

Families change.  Structural alterations such as death, separation, divorce and remarriage account for much.  Other changes are due to the normal family life cycle.  In the beginning stage, a married couple sets up housekeeping and learns to live with each other.  The parenting stage is the time when children are added to the household and most of the parents’ resources (time, energy, money etc.) are spent seeing to their needs.  During the launching stage, older teens and young adults begin leaving home to start their own jobs and households.  The empty nest stage and the retirement stage find the parents back to a single couple again.  Still other family changes are the result of external forces–employment disruptions,  moving, illness and substance abuse are examples.

21.  What were some major changes, other than the blending of two families, that the Beardsley family experienced during the movie?  List two.

22.  What is one major change that your family has undergone?

23.  How did this change affect you and other members of your family?

24.  Did you like this movie?  Why or why not?

