Many moons ago, when I taught IPR, I did a 'Family Tree' project.  I used large pieces of green construction paper, passed out scissors and allowed the students to cut at large tree leaf.  Being from a large family of siblings, a half brother, an absent father who had many wives as well as step children, I understood that the word 'family' could mean different things to different people.  We discussed what the word family truly meant to them.  Some included friends, pets, extended family, etc.  So I would model the drawing of a family and think out loud...  "I have my Mom, what a strong woman.  I have my brothers (2 full and 1 half).  Then my sister.  My wonderful husband and my daughter, My brother is married so there is his wife, and..."  Then, each student was to draw their family and label each member.  Following drawing time, each student would present their leaf.  I would get large brown paper and fashion a trunk and branches from floor to ceiling.  After each leaf presentation, the students hung their leaves on the trees to make our 'Class Family'.  The students always enjoyed it and it would stay up as a focal point in the classroom for the whole semester.   
 

Some technical 'family trees', like mine, might look more like an old worn out oak with sagging branches, surrounded by lots of weeds and covered with overgrown vines, with an occassional good healthy branch poking out among the rubbish...  I thought it was more important for the students to focus on the positive, most important people in their lives.  
 

Just my take on 'Family Trees'...    
 

 I do something called a , “Family Crest”, on a sheet of paper with a drawing of a blank crest/shield on it (like from the middle ages), I have them divide it into four parts, the four parts can be any categories you choose, (examples, favorite foods, family vacations, nuclear family members, favorite hobbies, etc.) Or a larger project would be to use a poster board, have them bring in photos , etc. magazine clips, etc. to illustrate different parts of their life. (I had to do this myself in a teaching class at college to tell about myself, and then orally present to class, nice icebreaker, and fun to do!

Good Luck!

 I am having my students make a brochure on their family.  We need to be careful when trying to get family trees.  I have kids making two or three brochures due to the number of step, half, foster and so on ....... siblings they have.  They also have extended families and many many step parents in the picture.  I used to be able to do a simple family tree and most kids were able to do it easily.  No longer is this possible.  

 

Ginger Kahl
Family and Consumer Sciences Educator
FCCLA Adviser

I have stopped doing family trees because too many of my students didn't know who their father was or couldn't ask the mother about the father. It got too touchy so I stopped. We do other "family" things such as traditions yadda yadda.

Cathy Herrin

West Vigo

 I also use family tree worksheets in Child Development.  I just use a regular genealogical form - the one from the application to join the Blair Society For Genealogical Research (of which I am the president) www.blairsociety.org.  I also tell my students to ask about eye color when they ask about their grandparents.  Some of the students really enjoy doing this activity!
Brenda Weeks
N. Vermillion Jr/Sr High School
Cayuga, IN 
 

I teach 6 different classes at a time and a total of 12 different courses are offered in my department -- all taught by me!  I read the list serve religiously!
 I also think you have to be very aware of identity theft.  Lots and lots of security questions are based on maiden names.  I also agree that most family trees have turned family bushes and it's difficult to have students find out this information.  We recently had a young lady have a baby and the newspaper listed eight grandparents!!!

Joanna Allison

Family and Consumer Sciences

Warsaw High School

574-371-5099 ext. 2533
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I am having my students make a brochure on their family.  We need to be careful when trying to get family trees.  I have kids making two or three brochures due to the number of step, half, foster and so on ....... siblings they have.  They also have extended families and many many step parents in the picture.  I used to be able to do a simple family tree and most kids were able to do it easily.  No longer is this possible.  

Ginger Kahl

Family and Consumer Sciences Educator

FCCLA Adviser

I second what Jenny said about being careful about family tree assignments. We also adopted and our daughter knew this from a very early age, but until this very assignment occurred in middle school I don't think she ever thought she was any different from other kids, and we had never treated her differently although she was the only child we were blessed with due to me not being able to carry a child and learning this so late in life. From this one assignment we had a number of issues that became major struggles and crushed a lot of the positive self-esteem that she had until that time; I have always wondered if in fact her teacher or one of her classmates said some cruel things that made her have these problems. I do know we ended up spending a lot of hours with professional counseling and trying to help her understand--but anytime something just a little extended "family" comes up even now some years later we still end up trying to help her get through a bit of a struggle. We have told her that since we did not know her birth parent, we would support her in her search for this person, if that is what she feels she needs to do, but in fact at the age of 27 she still has not made the attempt, just finds herself upset when people mention it to her.

 

In place of doing the family tree, when I teach about the family I have my students begin a scrapbook. This  gives them to chance to learn the craft of scrapbooking and learn more about their family. The way I introduce it to them:  "your family can be anyone  trust and live with that acts as a parent (surigate family) to you, be they parent, grandparent, foster parent, gaurdian" (we have a local 'girls school' <parents cannot take care of the kids for one reason or another or the kids are too much for the parent to handle sometimes and are placed there for that reason> that we get a lot of students from and they frequently use the house parents instead of actual parents because these people are more parent to them) The student can use regular scrapbooks and materials (the Dollar Tree sells a lot of good stuff  that they can afford) or just a binder and plastic sheet protectors. I have them do a section of their "family" (whom ever they choose), as much of their birth and early childhood they can come up with, talents and abilities, sports and extra curricular activities; friends  and now in school. I have been lucky to receive some scrapbooking supplies from a store going out of business. We spend maybe two class periods working on this to get them started, give some time to work at home, then come back maybe one more class day to do some more. Then I give a grade on participation and then the pages they have completed including journaling.  The journaling is a huge part, because I tell them they are simply writing a history book so it must be included....names and all! 

My students love this so much they beg to have extra days to scrap. If they have worked really hard I will sometimes make a scrapbooking reward day, but they must bring in all the stuff they need to work at least a day before needed, or no one gets to scrap this helps you make sure someone is not left doing nothing! Last year we scrapped 1 or 2 days each month.

 

Hope this helps someone in decisions regarding family trees.

 

Janet Murray

I agree.  I just had my students complete a genogram.  My students also write an essay that goes with it describing their family life cycle, etc.  My heart goes out to some children who don't have contact with a parent or grandparent for whatever reason.  You will find several students have parents who have remarried several times with children from each marriage.  I also had 2 students who were adopted by another family member because their parents were out of the picture.  We need to tread lightly on this issue.  When doing this, I tell the students that no one will be looking at them but me.  In some cases, it has opened up the lines of communication with families.  If they don't feel comfortable getting info, they talk to me about it and then leave question marks.
 

 As the mother of an adopted child...

 

Please use caution when doing projects like this.  It is this type of assignment than causes adopted children to feel really "different" and left out.  This once again reminds them that they often times have no information about their biological family.  Even if an alternate assignment is provided, the same message prevails.  

 

Please carefully consider the objective of the assignment - what standards and benchmarks are met or is it just something fun to do?  As a teacher, I don't always know how students join their families and I'm sure that is information you may not have as well.  

 

I don't mean to sound harsh, but this is something all teachers really need to be aware of; many teachers often forget that not all children join families through birth.

 What you are describing is a genogram. I have my college classes do them. Here are some websites that are helpful. Good luck. Kathy
http://www.dmacc.edu/instructors/jhmartino/My%20Family%20Systems/Exhibit/homepage.doc.htm webquest on families, including a power point on genograms
http://www.genopro.com/genogram/ major website on genograms

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genogram Wikipedia on genograms

http://www.multiculturalfamily.org/genograms/ explanation of how and why they are used

http://www.answers.com/topic/genogram good pictures of symbols (also on Wikipedia above)

http://www.familytiesproject.org/genograminstructions.htm good example of a finished genogram

2009/9/24 Jessica Burton <Jessica.Burton@nacs.k12.in.us>

Hello!

I am working on Ch. 3 "Families" in the Developing Child book for Child Development. I really want my students to make some kind of family tree about their own family. I remember doing this really neat project in college (at Ball State) that was called the "family genome project". We used the computer and extended our family tree out to only our grandparents, but had information like birthdays, any diseases, if they passed away (from what), ages, etc... Females were circles and Males were squares, they all connected and it was color coated. I cannot seem to find my project or any information from that professor.

If you have any family tree / family genome project ideas, please share!!!

Thank you!

Jessi Burton

FACS

Carroll High School

Fort Wayne, IN

 Check with your local Extension Office or the 4-H website to see if you can get a copy of the 4-H Genealogy Project book.  Lots of great ideas as well as family group sheets and pedigree charts.  You might be able to download the forms from the 4-H website.  

Sharon Mang

Greensburg High School
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Hello!

 

I am working on Ch. 3 "Families" in the Developing Child book for Child Development.  I really want my students to make some kind of family tree about their own family.  I remember doing this really neat project in college (at Ball State) that was called the "family genome project".  We used the computer and extended our family tree out to only our grandparents, but had information like birthdays, any diseases, if they passed away (from what), ages, etc... Females were circles and Males were squares, they all connected and it was color coated.  I cannot seem to find my project or any information from that professor.

 

If you have any family tree / family genome project ideas, please share!!!

 

Thank you!

 

Jessi Burton

 

FACS

Carroll High School

Fort Wayne, IN

