Greetings,

Recycling Discarded Materials Into Clothing A "Growing Trend."

The Los Angeles Times (3/21, Carpenter) reports on "a growing trend among clothing manufacturers who are turning all kinds of trash into fashion these days." A spokesperson for "Patagonia, the Ventura-based manufacturer that is largely credited with birthing, then mainstreaming, the trash-to-fashion trend," said, "Our evolution toward using trash as our supply chain came through our desire to reduce the impact our clothing has on the planet." In 1993, the company "began recycling old plastic water and soda bottles, and then combining them with a small amount of virgin polyester to make polar fleece jackets. More recently it's expanded the concept with old shower curtains, recycled garments, cutting-room floor scraps and polyester signs that are broken down to their molecular level, spun into threads, woven into textiles and cut into long underwear, technical gear such as rain jackets and other items that give no hint of their junky past."

Clothing makers expand recycling efforts

--------------------

Companies are reclaiming discarded materials and turning them into threads that are made into new clothing.

By Susan Carpenter, Los Angeles Times - March 21 2010

Most people wouldn't be caught dead wearing a shower curtain in public. Few would cover themselves in spent coffee grounds, or wrap their bodies in old fishing nets &#8212; at least knowingly.

The complete article can be viewed at:

http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/style/la-ig-wastetofashion-20100321,0,4164520.story 

25 Photos: Upcycling & recycling – Some of these pictures are not as good as other for classroom use.

--------------------

The photo can be viewed in the photo gallery at:

http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/style/la-ig-recycling-pictures,0,6256320.photogallery?index=lat-recycling1_kz4uxnnc20100318165605 
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