
The	  Rainforest	  Grew	  All	  Around,	  Susan	  K.	  Mitchell

On the Ground,  
There fell a seed … 
The fluffiest seed 
That you ever did see, 
 
The seed in the ground,  
 
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, from the seed, 
There grew a tree, 
The tallest Tree 
That you ever did see, 
 
The tree from the seed, and the seed in the 
ground,  
 
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, in the tree, 
There lay a cat, 
The spottiest cat 
That you ever did see, 
 
The cat in the tree, and the tree from the seed, 
and the seed in the ground, 
  
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, near the cat, 
There was a vine, 
The curliest vine 
That you ever did see, 
 
The vine near the cat, and the cat in the tree, 
and the tree from the seed, and the seed in the 
ground,  
 
 
 
 

And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, by the vine, 
There was a snake, 
The greenest snake 
That you ever did see, 
 
The snake by the vine, and the vine near the 
cat, and the cat in the tree, and the tree from 
the seed, and the seed in the ground,  
 
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, by the snake, 
There crawled an ant, 
The busiest ant 
That you ever did see, 
 
The ant by the snake, and the snake by the 
vine, and the vine near the cat, and the cat in 
the tree, and the tree from the seed, and the 
seed in the ground, 
  
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, near the ant, 
There was a sloth, 
The slowest sloth 
That you ever did see, 
 
The sloth by the ant, and the ant by the snake, 
and the snake by the vine, and the vine near 
the cat, and the cat in the tree, and the tree 
from the seed, and the seed in the ground, 
  
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
 
 
 



And, near the sloth, 
There was a plant, 
The prettiest plant 
That you ever did see, 
 
The plant by the sloth, and the sloth near the 
ant, and the ant by the snake, and the snake by 
the vine, and the vine near the cat, and the cat 
in the tree, and the tree from the seed, and the 
seed in the ground, 
  
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, in the plant, 
There was a frog, 
The brightest frog 
That you ever did see, 
 
The frog in the plant, and the plant by the 
sloth, and the sloth near the ant, and the ant 
by the snake, and the snake by the vine, and 
the vine near the cat, and the cat in the tree, 
and the tree from the seed, and the seed in the 
ground,  
 
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, by the frog, 
There was a bird, 
The funniest bird 
That you ever did see, 
 
The bird by the frog, and the frog in the plant, 
and the plant by the sloth, and the sloth near 
the ant, and the ant by the snake, and the 
snake by the vine, and the vine near the cat, 
and the cat in the tree, and the tree from the 
seed, and the seed in the ground,  
 
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
 
 
 
 

And, near the bird, 
There was a bat, 
The sleepiest bat 
That you ever did see, 
 
The bat near the bird, and the bird by the frog, 
and the frog in the plant, and the plant by the 
sloth, and the sloth near the ant, and the ant 
by the snake, and the snake by the vine, and 
the vine near the cat, and the cat in the tree, 
and the tree from the seed, and the seed in the 
ground,  
 
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, by the bat, 
There was a pod, 
The highest pod 
That you ever did see, 
 
The pod by the bat and the bat near the bird, 
and the bird by the frog, and the frog in the 
plant, and the plant by the sloth, and the sloth 
near the ant, and the ant by the snake, and the 
snake by the vine, and the vine near the cat, 
and the cat in the tree, and the tree from the 
seed, and the seed in the ground,  
 
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  
 
And, from the pod, 
There blew a seed, 
The fluffiest seed 
That you ever did see, 
 
The seed from the pod, and the pod by the bat 
and the bat near the bird, and the bird by the 
frog, and the frog in the plant, and the plant 
by the sloth, and the sloth near the ant, and 
the ant by the snake, and the snake by the vine, 
and the vine near the cat, and the cat in the 
tree, and the tree from the seed, and the seed 
in the ground,  
 
And the rainforest grew all around, all around, 
And, the rainforest grew all around.  



Rooster’s Off to See the World, by Eric Carle 

Adapted by Debora Escalante 

Rooster, he is strutting, 
Rooster, he is strutting 
Rooster, he is strutting, 
He’s off to see the world! 
 
Story transition 
 
Rooster, he is strutting, 
Two Kitten’s, they are skipping, 
Let’s Count – 1, 2, 3,  
Animals are traveling, 
They’re off to see the world! 
 
Story transition 
 
Rooster, he is strutting, 
Two Kitten’s, they are skipping, 
Three Frogs, they are jumping, 
Let’s Count – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
Animals are traveling, 
They’re off to see the world! 
 
Story transition 
 
Rooster, he is strutting, 
Two Kitten’s, they are skipping, 
Three Frogs, they are jumping, 
Four Turtles, they are plodding, 
Let’s Count – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
Animals are traveling, 
They’re off to see the world! 
 
Story transition 
 
Rooster, he is strutting, 
Two Kitten’s, they are skipping, 
Three Frogs, they are jumping, 
Four Turtles, they are plodding, 
Five Fish, they are swimming, 
Let’s Count – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,  
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 

Animals are traveling, 
They’re off to see the world! 
 
Story transition - Nighttime comes! 
 
Rooster, he is strutting, 
Two Kitten’s, they are skipping, 
Three Frogs, they are jumping, 
Four Turtles, they are plodding, 
Let’s Count – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
Animals are traveling, 
They’re off to see the world! 
 
Story transition 
 
Rooster, he is strutting, 
Two Kitten’s, they are skipping, 
Three Frogs, they are jumping, 
Let’s Count – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
Animals are traveling, 
They’re off to see the world! 
 
Story transition 
 
Rooster, he is strutting, 
Two Kitten’s, they are skipping, 
Let’s Count – 1, 2, 3,  
Animals are traveling, 
They’re off to see the world! 
 
Story transition 
 
Rooster, he is dreaming, 
Rooster, he is dreaming, 
Rooster, he is dreaming, 
He’s off to see the world! 
 



Creative Drama and Stem 

FACS Summer Conference - June 18-19, 2014 

Debora L. Escalante, Ph.D. 
School of Education  
Utah Valley University 
Debora.escalante@uvu.edu 
801.863.6722 
 
 
Resources: 
50 Large-Group Activities for Active Learners, Christine Boisvert, Suzanne Gainsley 

 

In the Tall, Tall Grass, Denise Fleming 
 

Mushroom in the Rain, Mirra Ginsburg, Ill. Jose Aruego & Ariane Dewey 

 
Rooster’s Off to See the World, Eric Carle 

 

The Rainforest Grew All Around, Susan K. Mitchell, Ill. Connie McLennan 

 
Creating Meaning through Literature and the Arts: Claudia Cornett 

 

101 Games that Teach Storytelling Skills, Anthony Burcher and Mike Burcher (age 6 and up) 
 

Preschool Drama Activities: https://suite101.com/a/preschool-drama-activities-games-for-the-

imagination-a295160 
 

Creative Drama Activities PreK-1: 

http://ohia.org/ohia/roadshows/ocean/activities/creativedramaP.htm 

 
The Green Grass Grew All Around: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izsFt76fNfw 

USOE Songbook 
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Storytelling with Young Children 

FACS Summer Conference - June 18-19, 2014 

Debora L. Escalante, Ph.D. 
School of Education  
Utah Valley University 
Debora.escalante@uvu.edu 
801.863.6722 
 
 
Resources: 
50 Large-Group Activities for Active Learners, Christine Boisvert, Suzanne Gainsley 

 

101 Games that Teach Storytelling Skills, Anthony Burcher and Mike Burcher (age 6 and up) 
 

Creating Meaning through Literature and the Arts (4th ed.)vivian: Claudia Cornett 

 
The Storytelling Classroom, Sherry Norfolk, Jane Stenson, Diane Williams 

 

Books by Vivian Paley: You Can’t Say You Can’t Play; The Boy Who Would Be a Helicopter; 

The Girl with the Brown Crayon; White Teacher; Molly is Three; Wally’s Stories.  
 

A Conversation with Vivian Gussin Paley: http://www.naeyc.org/content/conversation-vivian-

gussin-paley 
 

Literacy learning and Pedagogical purpose in Vivian Paley’s “storytelling curriculum,” Patricia 

M Cooper, Journal of Early Childhood Literacy 2005: 
http://ecl.sagepub.com/content/5/3/229.full.pdf 

 

Vivian Gussin Paley’s Storytelling Curriculum, Lauren Lanita, Storysinger…Workshops: 

http://laurenlanitastorysingerworkshops.blogspot.com/p/vivian-paley.html 
 

USOE Songbook: 

http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/fineart/Elementary/Songbook.aspx 
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