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Phonem
e aw

areness perform
ance is a strong 

predictor of long-term
 reading and spelling 

success and can predict literacy perform
ance 

m
ore accurately than variables such as 

intelligence, vocabulary, know
ledge, and 

socioeconom
ic status.

-G
illon, 2004

T
he m

ost com
m

on cause of children’s early 
difficulties in acquiring accurate and fluent 
w

ord recognition skills involves individual 
differences in their phonological know

ledge 
and skills.

Torgensen, 2002

The ability to detect, 
identify, and 
m

anipulate phonem
es 

(individual sounds) in 
spoken w

ords.



�
Isolation

�
Identity

�
Categorization

�
Blending

�
Segm

entation

�
D

eletion

�
Addition

�
Substitution



Preschool and Kindergarten

�
10-15 m

inutes per day

�
Intervention: an 
additional 15 m

inutes per 
day, 3-4 tim

es a w
eek for 

as long as needed.

1
stG

rade

�
10 m

inutes for the 1
st

three m
onths of the 

school year.

�
Intervention: an 
additional 15 m

inutes per 
day, 3-4 tim

es a w
eek for 

as long as needed.

2
nd

G
rade and above

�
Intervention only.

�
15 m

inutes per day, 3-4 
tim

es a w
eek for as long 

as needed.



Kindergarten

�
H

ear individual w
ords in 

sentences.

�
H

ear syllables in w
ords

�
M

atch beginning and 
ending sounds in w

ords.

�
Recognize and produce 
rhym

ing w
ords

�
Blend w

ord segm
ents

�
Sequence of letter and 
sounds

�
Apply to spell w

ords

1
stG

rade

�
M

atch m
edial sounds

�
Segm

ent and blend 
phonem

es

�
O

nset and rim
es

�
Count syllables

�
Can blend and segm

ent 
phonem

es

�
U

ses invented spelling

2
nd

G
rade and above

�
Increase ability to 
segm

ent w
ords

�
Increase ability to use 
patterns (onset and rim

e)

�
Includes vow

els in every 
syllable

�
Represents spelling 
patterns in w

riting.



�M
usical instrum

ents
�Tick-Tock 
�W

ho says w
hat

�W
hisper Your N

am
e

�Telephone
�D

o you rem
em

ber?



�Songs
�Stories 
�N

ursery Rhym
es 

�Sound Boards
�M

em
ory

�Transition activities



�Bear talk
�Sorting
�Pom

Pom
s



�
W

ord and Sentences G
am

es
�

W
hich w

ord is longer
�

Pom
Pom

s
�

Cut up sentences



�Initial and Final Sound G
am

es
�Sound Boards
�Puppet/ Children 
�I Spy
�Rap
�M

em
ory

�Roll and find Bingo
�Alliteration book

�Phonem
es G

am
es

�Snail talk
�Elkonin

boxes
�Snap cubes
�Finger Puppet
�Sorts
�Team

 Sound O
ff







R
eading depends first and forem

ost on visual 
letter recognition.

-Adam
s, 1990

A
 child’s ability to identify the letters of the 

alphabet by nam
e is one of the best predictors 

of how
 readily he or she w

ill learn to read.

Treim
an, Kessler &

 Pollo, 2006

The ability to 
autom

atically 
identify (recognize) 
the letters of the 
alphabet. 



�
N

o best sequence

�
Em

ergent readers should be able to say 
letter nam

es in and out of sequence, 
autom

atically.

�
U

pper and low
er case letters in one 

m
inute

�
Songs

�
Board D

rills 

�
Read Alphabet books



Preschool

�
Recognize his or her 
nam

e.

�
Identify som

e alphabet 
letters

�
Been exposed to all the 
letter nam

es

Kindergarten

�
Know

s all letter nam
es

�
Recognizes all letter 
shapes (uppercase, 
low

ercase, different 
fonts)

1
stG

rade

�
Know

s all letter nam
es, 

shapes, and sounds.



Letters w
hose form

 shares 
50% or m

ore of strokes in 
target letter’s form

.

�
B-D

, B-P, B-R, E-F, F-P, G
-

O
, K-X, M

-N
, M

-W
, O

-Q
, 

O
-U

, P-R, U
-V, V-Y

Letters w
hose overall form

 
is identical or sim

ilar to 
target letters form

 w
hen 

rotated, flipped, or 
reversed.

�
b-d, b-p, b-q, d-g, d-q, e-
a, g-q, g-y, i-j, i-l, k-x, 
m

-n, n-c, n-h, p-q, u-v, u-
w

, u-y, w
-m

, y-v

A letter pair w
hose form

s 
are alm

ost identical in 
upper-

and low
ercase.

�
Cc, Kk, O

o, Pp, Ss, U
u, 

Vv, W
w

, Xx, Zz



Beginning

�
b, d, j, k, p, t, v, z

End

�
f, l, m

, n, r, s, x

Long Vow
el

�
a, e, i, o, u



�
Bean Bag Toss

�
G

uess W
ho?

�
Sandpaper Letters

�
Building Letters 

�
M

atching different fonts

�
Letter Safari H

unt 

�
Fluency Practice

�
H

andw
riting Practice

�
Clip It

�
M

atching/M
em

ory

�
M

ystery Letter

�
Letter Path

�
W

ater painting

�
Connect the dot w

ith

letters

Tic Tac
Toe w

ith letters



G
lobal aw

areness of the form
s, functions, and uses of 

print provides not just the m
otivation but the basic 

conceptual backdrop against w
hich reading and w

riting 
m

ay best be learned.

-
A

dam
s, 1990.

T
he perform

ance of children on tests designed to 
m

easure concepts about print has been found to predict 
future reading achievem

ent and to be strongly related 
to other, m

ore traditional m
easures of reading 

readiness and achievem
ent.

-
Tunm

er
Et. A

l., 1988

U
nderstanding and 

appreciating the 
form

s and functions 
of printed language 
(w

ords).



F
u
n
c
t
io

n
s
 o

f P
r
in

t

�
Print carries the 
m

essage

�
Print is used for 
different purposes

�
Print m

atches speech, 
w

ord for w
ord

C
o
n
v
e
n
t
io

n
s
 o

f P
r
in

t

�
Print is Print

�
W

ords are m
ade up of letters

�
W

ords are separated by spaces

�
Sentences are m

ade up of 
w

ords

�
Sentences have a capital and 
punctuation m

ark

�
Text is read from

 left to right

�
Return sw

eep to get to the 
next line

�
Page read from

 top to bottom

�
M

ove to next page

B
o
o
k
 C

o
n
v
e
n
t
io

n
s

�
Front and back cover

�
Right side up

�
A book has a spine

�
Title and title page

�
Author and/or 
illustrator

�
A book has pages

�
Pages are turned in 
order



�
Know

 parts of a book, how
 books are held and read

�
Identify book’s title, author, and illustrators

�
Follow

s print from
 left to right, top to bottom

�
U

nderstands the relationship betw
een print and pictures

�
The print carries the m

essage, not the pictures

�
Know

 the difference betw
een letters and w

ords

�
Know

 that sentences are m
ade up of w

ords

�
Know

 there are spaces betw
een w

ords

�
Know

 that print represents spoken language



�
Publishing/W

riting Center/Book M
aking

�
Labeling/finding parts of a book

�
Print Rich environm

ent

�
Encourage literacy activities at hom

e

�
Teach/M

odel



System
atic phonics instruction helps students 

learn to read m
ore effectively than 

nonsystem
atic phonics or no phonics 

instructions.

-
N

ational R
eading Panel, 2000

System
atic phonics instruction is effective in 

preventing reading difficulties am
ong at-risk 

students and in helping children overcom
e 

reading difficulties.

-A
rm

bruster, Lehr, and O
sborn, 2001

The instruction of the 
system

atic relationship 
betw

een letters/letter 
com

binations in w
ritten 

language and spoken 
sounds. It also teaches 
how

 to use these 
relationships to read and 
spell w

ords.



An African 
elephant.



Kindergarten

�
Concept of print

�
Alphabet recognition

�
Phonem

ic aw
areness

�
Blending (CVC patterns)

�
U

nderstand a story

1st G
rade

�
Phonem

ic aw
areness

�
Blending

�
W

ord building

�
Short vow

els &
consonants

�
Blends and digraphs

�
Final e

�
Long-vow

el digraphs

�
O

ther vow
el sounds

�
-ed, -ing, and plurals

�
Contractions and 
com

pound w
ords

2
nd

G
rade

�
Review

 skills

�
Com

plex vow
el spellings

�
Com

pound w
ords

�
Affixes

�
M

ultisyllabic w
ords

�
Syllabication strategies



�D
evelops the understanding of sounds and letters (alphabetic 

principle).
�Incorporates phonem

ic aw
areness.

�Practice in reading w
ords.

�Frequent, daily lessons
�Leads to autom

atic w
ord recognition.

�Prom
otes a curiosity about w

ords
�Adjusts to the needs of the students
�Connected to spelling/w

riting
�O

nly one part of a com
prehensive reading program

. 



�Single consonants and short 
vow

els

�Consonant digraphs

�Long vow
els w

ith silent e

�Long vow
els at the end of 

w
ords or syllables

�Y as a vow
el

�R-controlled vow
els

�Silent consonants

�Vow
el digraphs

�Variant vow
el digraphs and 

diphthongs.



�
W

ord ladders

�
W

ord W
alls

�
Building w

ords

�
Sorts

�
D

ecodable books

�
Bingo

�
Spin/roll a w

ord

�
W

ord Checkers

�
W

ord H
unt

�
G

raphing sounds/letters in w
ords

�
W

ord Baseball

�
H

opscotch

�
W

orksheets

�
Elkonin

Boxes




