TMT # 3 for Child Care 2—3rd Term

Child Portfolio—Worth 650 Points
A Guide to Preschool Observations

This experience is designed to help you learn more about the normal developmental differences of young children of various ages as you watch them interact with each other and their teachers. You will be asked to observe the classroom environment, the staff, and children, as well as focus extensively on one particular child.
General Guidelines to Being an Observer 

Find a comfortable place to sit with a good view of most of the room. Keep in the background so that the teachers and children can forget you are there. If the children ask what you are doing, say something truthful but ambiguous, such as "writing.” If the children ask for your help, direct them to a teacher whenever possible. Try to keep any particular child you are observing from being overly conscious of your attention, by making regular glances to other places or children in the room. 

Objective vs. Subjective Records 

When observing children it is tempting to interpret their behavior in terms of "good" or "bad,” "pleasing" or "displeasing", etc. It is important to describe or record objectively what the child does or says without interpretation. Accurate records are more usable for later interpretation.
A Subjective Record

Mary is playing with Jane. They are not playing well together because Jane keeps pestering Mary. They play only a short time before Mary goes to play alone. She does not like to play with Jane.  

An Objective Record

Mary and Jane are building a block house. Jane knocks over the house. Mary puts it up again. Jane knocks it over a second time. Mary says, "I'm not going to play anymore.” Mary goes to 

the doll corner, picks up a doll, and rocks it.  

Recording Your Observations 

The attached forms are provided to help structure your observations and will be used as the basis for discussion in your later "debriefing" session with your faculty supervisor. Please note 

the grid at the bottom of page 6, entitled "Staff Comments.” This allows you to keep a running 

record of the positive or negative nature of comments made by staff to individual children or groups of children (by entering slash marks), and thus to get a sense of whether the environment provides overwhelmingly positive, a balance of positive and negative, or predominately negative feedback to the children.  

Negative Feedback

"Linda, don't do it that way.”

 "Children, we're going to just sit here until you can learn to behave.” 

 "Tim, you won't have any friends, if you can't learn to share the toys".  

Positive Feedback

"Jenny, I like how nicely you cleared your place at the table." "What a great job you all did listening to our story today!" "Ben, I'm really impressed with how you shared that truck with Maria!"
GRADING INSTRUCTIONS

Grading Instructions:

· _____ 10 points
All writing done in kindergarten print in dark marker or pen OR in    

                                      arial font on the computer.

· _____ 10 points
Each photograph has a developmental caption that is ¼ inch.

(Ask a teacher if you don’t know what is happening in the photo.)

· _____ 10 points
Turned in on time.

· _____ 10 points
Photos and art work divided in correct category.

· _____ 10 points
Final project looks neat, professional, has correct spelling and grammar.

· _____ 10 points
Card stock is used for all photos. Two photos on the front and 2 photos    

                                      on the back of one cardstock.

· _____ 10 points
Use 2 photo stickers per photograph.  Never use rubber cement.

· _____ 10 points
All pages are the same size as the pre-hole-punched divider pages.

· _____ 10 points
The cover page OR the assessment is completed correctly.
· _____ 10 points
All pages are punched and  match up to the pre-hole-punched divider 
                                page holes.
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You will be observing the children using the different observations forms provided.  You can also find more of these on our class website at http://sites.google.com/site/christineholtsclasses/Home
You will each be assigned a specific child that you will complete the observations on.  These are to be nice and neat as you will be putting them in a 3 Ring Binder provided to you to give to the parents at the end of the year.  Think of it as though it is a scrapbook of the different things that the child has been doing in class so collect some of their art work, and other fun these.  Take pictures of the children as well involved in different activities.  We have a camera in the Day Care that you are welcome to use with permission first.  Make this fun and creative so that each parent can have a good keepsake of their child’s experience in our program.

The page that follows this needs to be completed and handed in with the missing information of the due date of this TMT.  
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