Target.com does have a color-coded kitchen way to purchase stuff. I did this for some of my items. I have color coded pan sets. And color coded kitchen-aid hand mixers. And mixing bowls. Target does carry measuring sets in different colors. My problem is that the kids have rubbed off the labels to tell them what size of measuring spoon/cup it is. And I also bought as much random stuff that was color coded as possible. I'm not sure if I would've done this again...my students are not very respectful of the equipment and a lot of it is breaking. And since it was color coded it is more expensive than other equipment I could've bought. 

I also bought an engraver to engrave the handles/rims etc of pots and pans. This worked great until my aide lost the engraver tip. I tried to engrave each item in a few places so that it was easier to spot where it goes.

2010/3/8 Elisa Freeman <freeman.elisa@gmail.com>

Hi all--
I'm going to attempt to color code some of the equipment in my kitchens--that way I know if something is out of place. Have any of you done this? How have you done it? What have you color coded? I don't really want to use just nail polish as I've seen used before, and I'm wondering if there are any better alternatives. 
Thanks for the ideas!

Elisa Freeman
Evanston Middle School
My situation is a bit different.  I do not have individual kitchens.  My students are divided into lab groups but they share two stoves, two sinks, one refrigerator, one microwave and one large cabinet of assorted equipment.  As even these rudimentary facilities are very recent, I could justify purchasing some new equipment.  At Walmart, I purchased six frying pans on sale—red, blue, purple, lime green, orange and hot pink.  I knew there was a yellow one at T.J.Maxx and I bought that to complete the set, even though it cost a bit more.  I was able to track down colored rubber scrapers, spatulas, dry measuring cups, measuring spoons, dishrags, dish towels and cuttting boards in all the colors and other equipment in some colors.  Most of these items are used, scavenged from family, friends, faculty members and of course, “the great getting place”.  I painted the handles of wooden spoons , using simple glossy acrylic paints.  These have held up well, but then we do not have a dishwasher.  I am still looking for liquid measuring cups and saucepans in these colors, but for now I use colored rubber bands around the handles and that works just fine.  The rest of the equipment (bowls, cookie sheets, cake pans etc.) is not marked.  The only time my labs all make the same food item is when we have the chili cook-off.  For other labs, they are required to fill out a planning sheet and order whatever equipment they need.  I put all their equipment and ingredients in a labeled tote (plastic dishpans from the dollar store actually) and I use colored duct tape to label the unmarked equipment as I go along.  I got my colored duct tape at Menard’s and they had all the colors I needed and then some.  My lab goups do not stay the same color all semester.  Much depends on what they need for the lab.  For example, if they need a strainer, I have a small red one and larger yellow one, so I would assign them one of those colors.  If a lab needs a hand mixer and I have one which still has blue tape on it from the last lab, I would probably assign them blue, just to save having to change the label.  This system has been invaluable to me.  Since there are not individual kitchens, it had been nearly impossible to determine the culprit for dishes and equipment left out, poorly cleaned, or put away wet.  Now I can tell at a glance and the guilty lab group will be docked for these offenses,


FYI, early on, I tried colored fingernail polish to mark plastic utensils.  It looked nice but didn’t last.  I have successfully used plastic zip ties or zip strips for some items which have a place to attach them, but I always had to improvise a few colors with magic markers.

I hope this is helpful.

Melinda O'Neil 

Family and Consumer Science 

Central Catholic Jr./Sr. High School 

2410 South 9th Street 

Lafayette Indiana 47909

-----Original Message-----
From: facs-bounces@listserv.doe.state.in.us [mailto:facs-bounces@listserv.doe.state.in.us] On Behalf Of Elisa Freeman
Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 3:48 PM
To: facs@listserv.doe.state.in.us; facs@lists.uen.org
Subject: [Indiana FACS ListServ] color coding kitchens
Hi all--
I'm going to attempt to color code some of the equipment in my kitchens--that way I know if something is out of place. Have any of you done this? How have you done it? What have you color coded? I don't really want to use just nail polish as I've seen used before, and I'm wondering if there are any better alternatives. 
Thanks for the ideas!

Elisa Freeman
Evanston Middle School

