Concern:
I'm curious to know how other schools or other districts handle faculty 

and staff members using the Foods lab.

Lately our school has had some problems with other teachers using our 

Foods lab with their students and leaving it a complete mess and even 

damaging equipment. Is this a problem in your school? Does anyone know, 

particularly in Jordan district, if we can simply say that the lab is 

off limits to everyone except the FACS department? If you have dealt 

with this issue please let me know how you've handled it.

Responses:

· I've had some trouble in the past with things like that happening.  If the classes that use it leave it dirty, I tell them they can't come back and ask the teacher to have the class come back the next day and clean it properly.  I've had problems with the storage of food in the refrigerators and explain that they are for use for the foods classes only- anything else can be kept in the faculty room.  I politely explain that while my classroom my look different than yours, its still my classroom first and my classes take first priority.  How would they like it if I walked into their room with my classes and threw books on the floor, dripped sticky stuff all over the desks, and used it for personal storage?  

Good luck! (Amy Roberds)

· We brought the people in who wanted to use the lab and walked them through our expectations in the use and cleaning of the kitchens.  We also posted a list of cleaning concerns.  This has helped a great deal and as we tried to work together most of the problems have been resolved. (Nancy Fidler)

· I always have this problem with our spanish teacher.  When I come back to the lab and it's still a mess I call him and he sends students back down to finish cleaning.  It is a pain because they also mess things up where they go in the cupboards.  (Heather Smith)

· I teach at a middle school in Houston, Tx.  I allow other teachers to use my labs, most of the time with success.  I have a lab check sheet that I share with them before I say yes to using my kitchens.  If they are willing to clean up like they found it...I am willing to share.  I also lend out the blenders to the science dept, trays to others, etc.  Keep a check out sheet so you remember where to go get the items if they don't return them.  I think it is fun, to see the struggles the academic teachers have with kids in the food lab.  They think it will be so easy...and they quickly find out differently!  Good luck. (Jeannie C. Brown)

· Check with your health dept.  Ours has strict rules about who is in the kitchen, what is being made and who it is served to. (Becky Cox)

· I have always recommended in my reports to schools and districts that foods labs are for the FACS program and not faculty or other programs in the school.


(Pearl Hart, State Family and Consumer Science Specialist)

· I was told by our District CTE director that NO ONE outside of the FACS classes should be using the equipment. The $ used to buy the equipment comes from CTE and not just school funds. I am sure Pearl will give you some good feedback on this subject. (Dona Murphy)

· As far as I'm concerned, you can say that it is off limits.  Your FACS budget and perkins money is what paid for everything in that lab.  I only let my teachers use it if I'm not using it and I trust the teacher.  And I check it and make the teacher clean it if it isn't to my standards.  The teacher before me just flat out refused to let people use any of the lab stuff.  I am currently in Salt Lake district, but when I was in Jordan district we didn't let people use our lab unless we wanted to.  I hope this helps.  But remember, they didn't pay for the equipment so they don't have "rights" to use it, especially if they are not respectful of it. (Kimber Johnson)

· I am in Alpine School district.  Our district CTE director has said that CTE labs are for CTE use only.  So we can say that no one else can use them.  That being said sometimes we have to be careful not to cause bad feelings among other teachers.  So it someone wants to use my room, it has to be approved with me and I have to be there to see that nothing happens.  I also tell the teachers ahead of time that if things get broken, then their class or their budget will have to replace it.  So, I would first ask your district director what the districts policy on CTE labs is.    Also, groups cannot rent out the kitchen or use the facilities after school without me being there either.  Even night school is not supposed to use my stuff.  So, not too much goes on in my room except me!!  Because I do not stay for other stuff and I only say it is okay to use my room if it is convenient for me. Thanks, (Marti Read)

· We have done this at FHMS, but occasionally we aprove the use if they talk to us and we set some guidelines first. (Tami Flygare)

· I know that  using FACS equipment can get out of hand and I also know that sometimes sharing school resources helps build bridges.  I have a check out for things that faculty might need for school dances, etc.  Sometimes the science teacher needs a scoop or food coloring and I have tried to be accommodating.  It does build  our "team". and have not had any abuse.  Sometimes those in the department are less helpful in taking care of the equipment.  Use your best judgement, resources are our responsibility but sharing is a great skill. (Joy Poulson)

· I have never ever had a problem with other teachers and their students using the foods lab. But I think you need an understanding before hand of what you expect and require your students and that they need to have the same expectations. If the lab isn't left in the same or better condition I would ask the teacher to clean it up and not to ask to use it again. (Ann Casper)
· At our school.....they don't come in. If they did, I would make sure the teacher understood your rules and procedures for clean up. Otherwise, they lose that privilege. Good luck. (Margie Dobson) 

· My understanding (at least in Granite S.D.) is that CTE money pays for every thing in your Foods lab.  Equipment repair, supplies etc. is paid out of CTE funds - not by the schools dollar.  I do not let anyone use the Foods Labs in our school except FACS teachers.  Just tell them that funding won't allow it so the answer is NO.  Good luck!  (Jill Petersen/Jefferson Jr. High)
· It's our department and our stuff.  I don't use their rooms and equipment, why should they use mine?  I just tell them "no."  (Tammy at Ben Lomond)
