Looking at Architecture

Evaluating Architecture

T echnology 
- what was avalable and used -  machinery, tools, etc.....  Did the society use available technology or develop new technology?

E conomy    
- monetary systems of the people and area 


- did wealthy and poor have different resources available for building?


 - plain or ornate

A esthetics  
-  the apparent visual beauty (concept of beauty varies from person to person)

C ulture       
-  traditions, religion, art, music all influence design

H abitat       
-  elements, topography, available resources (wood, clay....) what elements was structure sheltering from, what land structures were built upon, what could be used to build?

Four Basic Shapes
3 Dimensional

Square
Cube

Rectangle
Rectangular prism or prism

Circle
cylinder or column

Triangle
pyramid or cone

In order to enclose space you must find a way to transfer gravity to the ground.  This can be done by the use of cubes, cylinders, pyramids, rectangular prisms and triangular prisms.

Ancient Architecture


Stonehenge
- British Isles 
-- columns & beams of rectangular prisms


Carnak
- Egypt
-- cylinder columns decorated with lotus


Pyramids
- Egypt
-- triangle with square base


Acropolis
- Greece
-- science of columns  - the Golden mean  


Colosium
- Rome
-- mastery of arches and domes

Medievil Architecture


Notre Dame
- France
-- expansive arches and domes


Westminister
- England
-- also cross shaped floor plans

Modern Architecture




- U. S.
-- triangulation of metal


