Hello/Welcome Activities:  Games/activities that you can use to help get to know students or help them get to know each other.

1. Starburst Game:  Write a question for each color of starburst and one extra. Give each student two starbursts.  Have them answer/tell the class things about them according to what colors of starburst they have.   You can tailor the questions to whatever class you are teaching.  If you don’t have starburst—you can use any type of candy that you would like. (Skittles, m&m’s, laffy taffy etc.) 

a. Some questions that you can use with starbursts are:

i. Red: what is your favorite food?
ii. Yellow:  what is your favorite color?
iii. Orange:  what is your favorite sport?
iv. Pink:  what is your most embarrassing moment?
v. Two of the same color:  what is your favorite author?
2. Toilet Paper Game:  Pass around a roll of toilet paper.  Have the students take as much as they would like, but at least 1 square.  After all the students have toilet paper, tell them that they have to tell everyone one thing about themselves for each square of toilet paper.  If you buy 2-ply then they have to tell you 2 things for each square.  Go around the classroom until you have learned new things about everyone.  As a wrap up—you can point to a person and see if anyone can recall what they said and give them a treat or prize if you need more time or a time filler.
3. Human Knot:  Have everyone bunch up together and grab two different hands.  They have to introduce themselves to each person they are holding hands with and then they have to work together to untangle themselves without letting go of each others hands.
a. You can split them into teams and then have them tell each other interesting facts about each other as they untangle.  They have to tell one cool thing they learned about each person in the group to the class.  Can work for a team building activity, introduction game or communication activity.

4. Cinnamon Roll:  Have the students hold hands every other person facing the opposite direction until everyone is holding hands.  Then have the students start to roll up like a cinnamon roll without letting go of each others hands.  Have the center person get out without letting go of the hand they are holding—as they pass people—have them introduce themselves.  Can be used to get to know each other or a team building activity.
5. Get to know me:  Have the students fill out the “get to know me” paper.  You can use the one online or create your own.  Ask them to fill them out without telling their friends what they put.  When you have spare time in a class—read one of the out loud to the class without telling them who the person is.  Have the class guess who the student is—if they can’t guess within 3 guesses then the person who is spotlighted stands up.  You can use treats with this game—if they guess the person without shouting it out they get a treat and the person who is spotlighted gets a treat as well.  If they can’t guess within 3 guesses then the spotlighted person gets 2 treats.  They like it with treats and it motivates them to fill out all the questions on the form.  You can tailor this to fit any classes.  For foods I would ask them what is their favorite food, favorite dessert, what they would like to make someday out of food, if they could try any food it would be…etc.  Fun way to get to know your students throughout the year, one day in class or over any period of time.
6. Spider Web:  Take a scan of yard and roll it into a ball.  Have the students tell their name and one things about themselves and throw the ball of  yarn to another student who hasn’t had it yet while they hold on to the yarn—keep going until everyone has had a chance to catch the yarn.  You can talk about how we are all different yet, have things in common—or you can go backwards with the yarn and see if they can remember what everyone said and roll up the yarn as you go.
7. Are we all alike?:  Worksheet in the CTE Intro curriculum—the students go around and find things that they have in common with other students in the room and introduce themselves—you can review what they discovered at the end and have them recall something cool they learned about someone else.
8. Brown Paper Bags:  Have the students bring in a sack with 5 items that describe them.  Have them stand up in front of the class—show them the items and introduce themselves.  You can have the student’s pair up and intro each other showing the items as well.
9. Repetition Game:  Stand in a circle and have the students say their name and then an item that starts with the letter of their first name—keep repeating the names and items until you have gone around the whole circle.  See if there is anyone who can go through the whole class without any help—you can give a prize to the person who can do it.
10. 2 truths and a lie:  Have each student write 2 truths about themselves and 1 lie.  Have them tell the class what they came up with and then have the class try and guess which one is the lie.  Then you can have them explain the truths or tell other things about themselves.  Fun way to get to know interesting facts about each other.
11. Pair /share:  Have the student’s pair up.  Each pair of students interviews each other and then they introduce their partner to the class. 
12. Parent intros:  Have parents write an introduction about their student and then you can read the statement from the parents and have them guess who the person is.
13. Poems:  have the students write out their name and come up with characteristics that describe them using each letter of their name.  Have the students present their poems or display them around the classroom.
14. Personal Portrait:  Have the students draw a picture of themselves and include their favorite colors, foods etc in the portrait—have them share their pictures with the class and then display them.

15. Food comparison:  have the students pick a food that best describes them and present it to the class.  They can write it or draw it and then display it in the classroom.  (You can do the comparison with anything you would like to fit any class.)
