Ideas for the flour baby project and other alternatives
I have had students wrap their flour with duct tape, or put weights on a baby doll.  I no longer do this assignment since if the students hurt the babies the administration cannot force them to pay for the repairs. 
We completely wrap a bag of sugar in packaging tape before the student gets the "baby" then they make and tape on a face and put on a diaper.  We haven't had a problem with leaks or spills in four years.  Most of the students want this "special needs" baby.  
I have the students bring in baby dolls.  I have them stuff the backs with rocks or rice to make them between 6-9 pounds.  It works out 100% better then flour sacks... I can give you more details if you need them.   A good resource would be Melodie Garcia. She is amazing and does the baby dolls as well:)

 

When I was at North Layton the teacher there had the students donate their flour or sugar to the foods pantry for extra credit that way it did not get all over the schools.  Now I am at South Davis we have purchased the Reality works babies for the students to take home.  They are expensive but they give the students a much more realistic experience because they cry.

I taught junior high ten years ago and when we did the flour babies, they were put in a grocery bag and either wrapped like a mummy with duct tape or clear packing tape. 

 They could then be dropped from the top of the school and no flour escaped.  We began doing that after one broke and the custodian was about to kibosh the whole unit.  Look for duct tape on sale!

Try using 10 pound bags of Potatoes!  It works great to prevent broken flour sacks.
Julie Ericksen
Skyline High School
I did a "plant" parenthood unit where I had the students actually plant a seed.  They decorated a cup which represented the future "home" for their baby.  I had them bring them to daycare or the "nursery" during school (our teachers don't like this unit because of distractions in their classes) but they had to be responsible for coming in and "feeding" them during the day.  They were responsible for signing them in and out of the nursery and for picking them up on time and dropping them off during the designated time.  They were responsible for their care after school and during the night.  If they couldn't take it with them, they had to provide for a "caretaker" or plant sitter.  The students really liked this because they actually got to see a "living" thing come to life.  No one knew what their seed was when they planted it, so they were anxious for them to "sprout".  Some seeds never did sprout, which was devastating to some which gave us a whole new avenue of discussion.  We had limited resources last year, so this was a trial activity.  The students LOVED it....some still have their plants!  Some even had twins!  You just never know what you're going to get.  This may be crazy to some, but I was desperate!

Sandy Embry

South Summit Middle School

Kamas, Utah 84036

Here are the instructions for the rock salt babies I use in my class. They last for several years. I make black, brown and pink,  out of a heavier cotton twill fabric. I try to weight them around 7 to 7 1/2 lbs. Hope this helps.
Debbie Fisher
South Hills Middle School
Rock Salt Baby Instructions

I make enough babies for one class, and rotate the assignment each week until all my classes have had an opportunity to complete the assignment.

Supplies:  

· One yard of 45” wide fabric will yield approximately 6 babies.  Buy heavy twill or duck cloth in various skin colors to represent your class.  

· Thread

· Rock salt- 7 lbs. Per baby

· Scale

Instructions:  Base of pattern is 9 1/2” wide by a 16 1/2” arch.  Pin and cut out pattern.  Sew 5/8” seam allowance leaving a 3 inch opening at bottom.  Notch curves, and clip as needed.  Fill with rock salt until they weigh between 6 1/2 to 7 1/2 lbs.  Machine stitch closed the open end.  

Pattern:




16 1/2 inches tall

    9 1/2 “ wide

     

