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Doing Research on the internet 

Name	  three	  advantages	  of	  using	  the	  internet	  for	  research:	  

1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

3.	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Name	  2	  disadvantages	  of	  using	  the	  internet	  for	  research	  

1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

When	  you	  need	  a	  lot	  of	  information	  about	  a	  specific	  topic	  that	  might	  be	  broken	  into	  lists,	  there	  
is	  a	  new	  Google	  tool	  that	  might	  help	  you	  called	  Google	  Squared.	  	  A	  few	  examples	  of	  when	  it	  
might	  be	  useful	  to	  use	  Google	  Squared	  is	  	  when	  you	  want	  to	  know	  specific	  information	  about	  all	  
of	  the	  U.S.	  Presidents,	  or	  maybe	  when	  you	  would	  like	  to	  	  learn	  about	  several	  of	  Shakespeare’s	  
plays.	  

To	  get	  started,	  go	  to	  http://www.google.com/squared	  

1. Enter	  a	  search	  into	  the	  search	  box,	  such	  as	  Utah	  
Cities	  

2. Is	  your	  city	  in	  the	  list?	  	   	   	   	  
3. Think	  of	  a	  city	  that	  is	  not	  on	  the	  list	  and	  scroll	  to	  

the	  bottom	  of	  the	  page	  where	  you	  should	  see	  an	  
empty	  box	  where	  you	  can	  enter	  that	  city.	  	  	  After	  
you	  enter	  the	  city,	  if	  Google	  can	  find	  information	  
on	  your	  city,	  it	  will	  fill	  in	  the	  remaining	  columns	  
of	  information.	  

4. Find	  a	  square	  where	  there	  are	  2	  or	  more	  possible	  
values.	  	  Click	  on	  that	  square	  and	  see	  if	  you	  can	  
figure	  out	  the	  correct	  value.	  	  How	  did	  you	  know	  
which	  value	  to	  choose?	  	  	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

5. Can	  you	  find	  any	  incorrect	  data?	  	  Why	  do	  you	  
think	  it	  may	  be	  incorrect?	  	  Click	  on	  it	  and	  try	  to	  find	  
out.	  

How to effectively use the internet  
as a resource**	  

1. Use more than one 
source.	  

2. Verify your sources and preferably 
cross-reference to measure out 
objective “truth” vs bias.	  

3. Try to use primary sources 
(original) vs. secondary or tertiary 
sources (original cited and open to 
interpretation); the closer you are 
to the original source, the closer 
you are to getting the original 
“story”.	  

4. When going to more than one 
source, try to get a range of 
different source-types (e.g., 
conservative newspaper vs. blog 
vs. special interest site, etc.) to 
gain a full range of insight into the 
issue you’re researching.	  
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6. Because	  this	  is	  a	  list	  of	  cities,	  the	  column	  titled	  “location”	  isn’t	  really	  necessary.	  	  Click	  on	  
the	  x	  at	  the	  top	  of	  the	  column	  to	  delete	  that	  column.	  

7. Add	  a	  new	  column	  by	  typing	  in	  the	  box	  “Add	  columns”	  the	  word	  “mayor”	  	  See	  if	  you	  can	  
click	  on	  some	  of	  the	  boxes	  	  with	  possible	  values	  and	  figure	  out	  who	  the	  mayor	  is	  for	  
those	  cities.	  	  Fix	  any	  obvious	  errors	  you	  find.	  

8. Make	  sure	  that	  all	  of	  the	  cities	  on	  the	  list	  are	  cities.	  	  If	  you	  find	  one	  that	  isn’t	  a	  city,	  click	  
the	  x	  next	  to	  it	  and	  remove	  it	  from	  your	  list.	  	  What	  did	  you	  remove?	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

9. Click	  on	  any	  pictures	  that	  don’t	  look	  like	  a	  good	  match	  for	  the	  city	  and	  choose	  a	  better	  
picture	  if	  there	  is	  one	  available.	  	  	  Give	  one	  example	  of	  a	  picture	  you	  changed.	  	  (What	  city	  
did	  you	  change	  and	  what	  new	  picture	  did	  you	  choose?)	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

10. At	  the	  bottom	  of	  the	  page,	  click	  on	  the	  empty	  box	  next	  to	  the	  word	  add	  and	  see	  what	  10	  
other	  cities	  are	  suggested	  for	  your	  list.	  	  Add	  those	  10	  cities	  to	  your	  list.	  	  Delete	  any	  that	  
aren’t	  really	  Utah	  cities.	  

11. Think	  of	  another	  thing	  you	  would	  like	  to	  know	  about	  the	  cities	  on	  your	  list	  and	  create	  a	  
new	  column	  (like	  the	  mayor	  column)	  for	  that	  attribute.	  	  (If	  you	  can’t	  think	  of	  a	  new	  
column,	  click	  on	  the	  empty	  box	  to	  the	  right	  of	  your	  table	  and	  it	  will	  give	  you	  some	  
suggestions).	  	  What	  new	  column	  did	  you	  create?	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

12. If	  Murray	  is	  not	  on	  your	  list,	  add	  it.	  	  Who	  is	  Murray’s	  mayor?	   	   	   	   	  
13. Click	  on	  his	  name	  and	  indicate	  the	  source	  for	  the	  information	  (what	  website	  did	  this	  

information	  come	  from?):	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

14. 	  Click	  on	  the	  Source	  to	  go	  to	  the	  page	  and	  find	  the	  mayor’s	  name	  on	  that	  page.	  	  Click	  on	  
his	  name	  and	  find	  an	  article	  about	  him.	  	  What	  is	  this	  mayor’s	  famous	  trademark?	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

15. Go	  back	  to	  your	  Google	  Squared	  page	  and	  click	  on	  Export	  and	  export	  your	  square	  as	  a	  
.csv	  file.	  	  Open	  the	  .csv	  file	  in	  Excel.	  

16. Highlight	  columns	  B	  &	  C	  (Image	  &	  Description).	  	  Right	  click	  on	  the	  columns	  and	  choose	  
Hide	  from	  the	  popup	  menu.	  	  Do	  the	  same	  thing	  for	  all	  of	  the	  other	  columns	  except	  for	  
the	  city	  name,	  area	  code,	  zip	  code	  and	  mayor.	  

17. Scroll	  to	  the	  bottom	  of	  the	  list.	  	  Skip	  one	  blank	  row	  and	  type	  your	  name.	  
18. Print	  out	  this	  page	  and	  turn	  it	  in	  to	  your	  teacher	  with	  this	  worksheet.	  
19. Go	  back	  to	  Google	  squared	  and	  come	  up	  with	  your	  own	  topic	  that	  would	  be	  a	  good	  

topic	  for	  a	  Google	  Square.	  	  What	  is	  your	  topic?	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
20. Create	  your	  own	  Google	  Square	  of	  at	  least	  4	  columns	  and	  20	  rows.	  


