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Example

Grasses — These have hollow stems that are jointed and leaves with parallel veins.

The leaves come off the stem in opposite directions.

Grass-like sedges — These resemble grasses but have solid, triangular stems with no
joints. The leaves have parallel veins but they come off the stem in three directions. This
group also includes rushes which have round, hollow stems with very small or no leaves.
Forbs — These generally have broad leaves with net-like veins. The stems are solid or
spongy and they die back to the ground every year.

Shrubs and trees — These have woody stems that remain alive all year. The leaves tend
to have net-like veins. Rarely do shrubs grow taller than 13 feet. Trees are similar to
shrubs in that they generally have a single woody stem but grow taller than 13 feet.

Riparian Review USU Water Quality Extension - Stream Side Science



