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The Bear Dance as an Expression of Ute Culture
 

Summary 
The student will learn about Ute culture by investigating the Bear Dance tradition.
 

Main Core Tie 
Social Studies - 4th Grade

Standard 2 Objective 1
 

Additional Core Ties 
Social Studies - 4th Grade

Standard 1 Objective 1

Social Studies - 4th Grade

Standard 1 Objective 2

Social Studies - 4th Grade

Standard 2 Objective 2
 

Time Frame 
2 class periods of 30 minutes each
 

Materials 
Teacher Materials

At a Glance: The Bear Dance and Ute Community  (pdf)
The Night the Grandfathers Danced 
by Linda Theresa Raczek and illustrated by Katalin Olah Ehling
Video: We Shall Remain: The Ute
Ute Bear Dance Chart Answer Key  (pdf)

Student Materials
Ute Bear Dance Chart  (pdf)
Bear Dance Photographs  (pdf)

 

Background for Teachers 
The Utes say that the Bear Dance came from a bear just emerging from hibernation who encountered
a young hunter. The bear described the dance, which would ensure successful hunting for the Utes.
The dance is a celebration of spring and an opportunity for Ute bands to join together after the long
winter months.
 

Instructional Procedures 
Read The Night the Grandfathers Danced to your students. Ask them to share their favorite parts of
the story in an informal discussion. Ask the students if they are ready to take a test about Ute culture.
Once they are calmed back down, offer to read through the story again, page-by-page, having them
look for clues as you go along. Pass out a copy of the Ute Bear Dance Chart for the class to take
notes on as the story is reread. Allow students to work with a partner in completing the Ute Bear
Dance Chart.
Conclude with a clip from We Shall Remain: The Ute to show students a contemporary example of
the Bear Dance.
 

http://www.uen.org/core/core.do?courseNum=6040#3226
http://www.uen.org/core/core.do?courseNum=6040#3223
http://www.uen.org/core/core.do?courseNum=6040#3224
http://www.uen.org/core/core.do?courseNum=6040#3227
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27629-2-34193-bear_dance.pdf&filename=bear_dance.pdf
http://eq.uen.org/emedia/items/f3852050-3a8e-bce0-b12d-b089704a8adf/1/
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27629-2-34191-bear_dance_key.pdf&filename=bear_dance_key.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27629-2-34190-bear_dance_chart.pdf&filename=bear_dance_chart.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27629-2-34192-bear_dance_photo.pdf&filename=bear_dance_photo.pdf


Extensions 
If you do not have access to the book or the excerpt available on www.UtahIndians.org, the chart
can be completed from watching the film clips and leading a discussion on Ute culture.
Have students share dances that have meanings within their own cultures and compare them to
the Bear Dance.
Use the stories in Weenoocheeyoo Peesaduehnee Yak:anup: Stories of Our Ancestors, available
at www.UtahIndians.org, to find other clues about Ute culture.
Compare and contrast with Coyote Steals Fire: A Shoshone Tale and Pia Toya--A Goshute
Indian Legend, both available on www.UtahIndians.org

 

Assessment Plan 
Discussion participation
Completed Ute Bear Dance Chart

End of Unit Assessment
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