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Ute Ingenuity as Personified by Historic Ute Leaders
 

Summary 
The student will be able to identify major Ute leaders and explain their unique contributions to their
tribes and the history of Utah.
 

Time Frame 
2 class periods of 30 minutes each
 

Materials 
Teacher Materials

At a Glance: The Evolution of Ute Leadership (pdf)
Annotated Timeline of Ute History (pdf)
Video: We Shall Remain: The Ute

Student Materials
Timeline of Ute History (pdf)
Ute Leaders Packet (pdf)
Arts and crafts supplies

 

Background for Teachers 
Your students may already be familiar with some Ute leaders from " The Ingenuity of the Utah Indian
Leaders" lesson and We Shall Remain: The Ute (available to Utah Educators in eMedia). This lesson
examines the lives of four important Ute leaders--Wakara, Black Hawk, Ouray, and Tabby-To-
Kwanah. Each of these men guided their people through difficult periods in Ute history, and their
examples of leadership lend insight into the struggle of the Ute people as non-Indians took over their
land. The students will use the information they learn about each leader to fill in a timeline of Ute
history. Doing so will help them understand the important roles Ute Indians have played in the history
of Utah.
 

Instructional Procedures 
Ask students to recall Indian leaders and leadership qualities from the earlier lessons and films. See if
the students can recall which tribes the different leaders came from. Focus them on the Ute leaders
from their previous knowledge.
Present the students with the Timeline of Utah History. Talk through the events of the timeline, using
the Annotated Timeline of Ute History to help add depth to the discussion. Leave out the obvious
holes to create a state of disequilibrium among the students.
Ask the students what is missing (if they haven't already asked you). They will have realized that
there are holes in the story you have told. Those holes represent the times when the Ute leaders from
this lesson made an important impact on Utah history.
Have students fill in the holes in the timeline using their textbooks, film notes (if students have seen
the film), trading cards, and the Ute Leaders Packet provided. Once students have a complete
timeline filled in, have them transfer the information to an 11x17 sheet of paper and illustrate their
timeline.
You may want to have them insert new events or dates from the textbook or other resources for a
greater challenge.
 

Extensions 

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27637-2-34210-evolution.pdf&filename=evolution.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27637-2-34211-timeline.pdf&filename=timeline.pdf
http://eq.uen.org/emedia/items/3c595712-8d00-1d2c-141d-9b8de511fff3/1/
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27637-2-34212-timeline_worksheet.pdf&filename=timeline_worksheet.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27637-2-34213-ute_leaders.pdf&filename=ute_leaders.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=27639
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=27639
http://pioneer.uen.org


Students may wish to incorporate the events or leaders from other tribes into their timelines.
Students can make new trading cards of these Ute leaders from their packets.

 

Assessment Plan 
Discussion participation
Completed timelines

End of Unit Assessment
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