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Living in Two Worlds? Being Indian in Utah
 

Summary 
The student will be able to perceive the challenges of navigating multiple cultures faced by
contemporary Indians.
 

Time Frame 
1 class periods of 90 minutes each
 

Materials 
Teacher Materials

At a Glance: Sovereignty, Tribal Culture , and "Living in Two Worlds" (pdf)
Video: We Shall Remain: The Paiute
Video: We Shall Remain: The Ute
Video: We Shall Remain: The Goshute
Video: We Shall Remain: The Navajo
Video: We Shall Remain: The Northwestern Shoshone

Student Materials
Venita Taveapont Interview, We Shall Remain: The Ute (pdf)
Ella Cantrell and Candace Bear Interviews, We Shall Remain: The Goshute (pdf)
Patty Timbimboo-Madsen Interview, We Shall Remain: The Northwestern Shoshone (pdf)
Jennifer Denetdale and Joe Shirley Interviews, We Shall Remain: The Navajo (pdf)
Travis Parashonts Interview, We Shall Remain: The Paiute (pdf)

 

Background for Teachers 
Utah's tribal nations hold a sovereign status that is independent of the state of Utah. As a result,
Utah's American Indians are citizens of their native nations, of the state of Utah, and of the United
States. Affiliation with multiple political bodies has complicated political and cultural implications. In
addition to membership in their tribes, Utah's Indians are both Utahns and Americans, but their
relationship to the state and nation is marked by a legacy of maltreatment that began with white
expansion into their tribes' sovereign territories. (For more on the history of settlement and its
relationship to Indian sovereignty, see the " Rethinking Manifest Destiny" lesson plan and Appendix B
 (pdf).)
This lesson plan illuminates some of the challenges contemporary native people face in navigating
their ties to sovereign Indian nations, the state, and the U.S., a situation often called "living in two
worlds," although the reality for most is more complex than the bifurcation this term suggests.
 

Instructional Procedures 
Allow the class to watch the clips that address the issues of "living in two worlds" in the Paiute, Ute,
Northwestern Shoshone, Navajo and Goshute We Shall Remain films.
Discuss the clips to reinforce the human element of this political and cultural situation. How does
navigating multiple cultures impact the individuals shown in the films?
Have students search the internet to find articles that suggest how Indians have grappled with "living
in two worlds." Instruct them to pay close attention to the issues of Indian tribal sovereignty and
selfgovernance and the way these issues relate to the political, cultural, social, and economic
challenges that come with "living in two worlds." If possible, you should require a number of articles
about a number of different tribes; samples from tribal newspapers or websites, such as

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34221-sovereignty.pdf&filename=sovereignty.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34221-sovereignty.pdf&filename=sovereignty.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34221-sovereignty.pdf&filename=sovereignty.pdf
http://eq.uen.org/emedia/items/50615bea-632e-2e39-309b-7c158ff9bee2/1/
http://eq.uen.org/emedia/items/bd38b36f-5838-4cf6-2371-68c23ef316ff/1/
http://eq.uen.org/emedia/items/4b44e047-02dc-0478-2f3d-8e07c1daf41e/1/
http://eq.uen.org/emedia/items/204f5d72-a9b1-3137-0eba-4d8f9ac27e39/1/
http://eq.uen.org/emedia/items/93d67569-482f-95b7-a559-1e4afb9fade8/1/
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34222-venita.pdf&filename=venita.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34222-venita.pdf&filename=venita.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34223-ella.pdf&filename=ella.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34223-ella.pdf&filename=ella.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34224-patty.pdf&filename=patty.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34224-patty.pdf&filename=patty.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34225-jennifer.pdf&filename=jennifer.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34225-jennifer.pdf&filename=jennifer.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34226-travis.pdf&filename=travis.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-2-34226-travis.pdf&filename=travis.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=27657
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=27652-3-34227-appendix_b.pdf&filename=appendix_b.pdf


www.indianz.com and www.indiancountrytoday.com; and coverage that compares Utah-based issues
to those in other western states or other regions, which can be found at websites like 
http://www.hcn.org.
Have students develop a product to report on their findings--this could be an essay, a PowerPoint
presentation, a debate, a chart or bulletin board, or a zine. You may choose to have this product
submitted as graded homework or presented in the following class (thereby extending the time
requirement for this lesson); or, if the product is focused on Utah tribes, you may use it to frame
subsequent classes on the sovereignty issues of the Goshutes, Paiutes, Northwestern Shoshones,
Navajos, and Utes.
 

Extensions 
Split students into five groups and have each group read one of the supplied interview excerpts.
Have them make an argument about what it means to "live in two worlds" based on that source.
Invite a guest speaker to address issues not covered by student research.
Have students use chosen products to teach this issue to a seventh grade class learning Utah
history.

 

Assessment Plan 
Article choice and number
Chosen product

End of Unit Assessment
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